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The chief purnose of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 


Guard, and others _conne cted with aviation. 


ee ee 
eee ee ed 
- THE. FLYING. CLASS ROOM 


_ Students of the Air Corps Navigation School landed at Bolling Field on 
April 18th after a long cross-country flight which took them from Wright Field, 


‘Dayton, Ohio, via Scott Field, I11l.5; Muskogee, Okla.; Dallas, ‘San Antonio, 


Brownsville and Galveston, Texas; New Orleans, La.; Pensacola and Jacksonville, 


Fla. ; Fort Bragg, N.C., and Langley Field, Va. 


The Navigation School is the latest innovation among the educational pro- 


"jects. Sponsored by the Army Air Corps. The. course started on Jamary 2fid last 


at Wright Field, under the direction of Captain Clyde V. Finter, Lieut. Albert 


oe Hegenberger and Mr. Bradley Jones. Lieut. Hegenberger is noted for the many 


flights he accomplished by astronomical. navigation, but more particularly for 
his flight with Lieut. Lester J. Maitland from Oakland, Calif.,’ to Honolulu, 
Hawaii, in June, 1927. Captain Finter and Mr, Jones have devoted many years of 


“study to astroriomical: avigational methods. 


The navigation course is of four months! duration, and will be completed by 


_ the end of April. It is expected that a new class of students will be entered 
on July 1st. next. The students taking the first course, all of them Air Corps 


officers and experienced pilots, are Lieuts. Phillips Melville, Edmnd G. 

Langmead, Edmund G. Lynch, Guy -H.-Gale, Frank B. Tyndall and Francis B. Valentine. 

The course tncludes all typés of astronomical, dead reckoning and radio avigatin 
One of the ‘most interesting features in connection with the javigation 


‘course* is the Flying ClassRoom, which ‘vas; prepared to provide a means for work- 
ing. out various avigational problems given the students and for making tests and 


instructional flights. This literal flying school is a.standard tri-motored 
Fokker Transport plane. on which various engineering changes were made to make it 
more adaptable for the purpose in view. All seats, baggage racks and the usual 
furnishings were removed: from the’ cabin, . The first bay is. for the use of the 
navigator only. Ample room is afforded: the students. to conduct their studies 


_with every degree of comfort. In the. rear or baggage compartment, the door 
usually serving as the passenger entrance was removed and the opening thus 
"created closed with. fabric, ee: oa baggage door as the means for entrance 


and exit, 

In the pilot's cockpit the usual —e ‘walls. were ia iig with triplex 
glass: on both the right and left hand-sides. to afford him full ground vision as 
well as: landing vision. ThéJattempt to form an observer's cockpit in the forward 
part of the ship for use.in practice work with the sextant did not prove prac- 
tical. In thé’ center section the thick leading edge.of the wing was cut out and, 


using the forward part of the windshield as a fixed point, a roof of celluloid, 


braced by Brass tubing, was run to the top of the wing spar. Immediately over 
the cockpit of the pilot and assistant pilot, who sit side by side, were two 


.Slasg doors which opened outward.and served as emergency exits, There was also 
4 glass’ door above thé observer's cockpit,: and when in the open’ “position it serv- 
ed as a windshield while he’ busied himself in ‘making sextant readings. 


These modifications in the: forward part of the Transport, it was learned 
later, had a tendency to reduce flying speed and, furthermore, rendered its 
maneuverability somewhat uncertain. The front cockpit was therefore restored to 
its original condition. “The movable high stool, which was placed in the cut out 


Section of the leading edge of the wing for the use of the observer, still re- 
_mains. In ‘thé floor: of the cabin'a slot, 8 x 36 inches, covered with plate 


glass, was cut out to permit drift readings to be made. A Pioneer drift indi- 
cator was placed at ‘the front, end ‘and..a Wimperis indicator at the rear end of 
the ‘slot! Between these instruments: is: a stand upon which an aneriodic or check 
compass is ‘meunted. Adjustable seats: are installed in connection: with the drift 
indicators, - ‘also‘an adjustable seat.and a swinging table for the use of the 
radio operator. ‘Complete radio;;sending and receiving sets aré installed, for 
-135- V-5886, A.C. 
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which a cheseiests generator: Qn the: right outboard- engine Re ty nower. 

%; The roof of the baggage | compartment haS a round opening with a quick- 
removable glass cover and _— hield which; now provides the means forthe taking 
of readings with, the. scxtan - Benicath' “this . opening is an adjustable. ‘scat which 
may be. raised or lowered to. ae the navigator's needs. 

The gasoline control installations, ‘usually located to the rear of the 
pilot, was moved to the extreme right side, while an induction compass control- 
ler was installed to the left so as to~be- -eonvenicnt for the use of cither the 
pilot or the observer navigator. Two ‘phone jacks were installed in the cockpit 
for the use of the and in are: with the contaninr or the. ‘students in 
the cabin. ’ 

Instruction in bling flying is” ‘one, ‘of ‘the Ienpetsint phases of the naviga-~ 
' tion. course and, in order to obseiire Vision, a guick-detachable curtain is hung, 
' completely: covering ‘the. left or pilot's Side: of the. ‘cockpit. In an emergency 
.... bhese curtains, by the mere .pull: 6f a rip. cord, can be: dropped to. the rear and 

~ Bottem of the cocknit. To nrovide ’ more visibility for the pilot, his seat is 

_, Provided with- a false bottom of. tivo ‘itiches to raise him-higher in the cockpit. 

5 Tha. purpose of the navigation course is to train Army pilots to fly by 
means of. navigation instruments: ‘whenever emergencies arise, such as fogs, cloudy 
“weather, ete:, which would: necessitate their flying blind*for a time’ with no 
visible landmarks on which:to check their course. Knowledge of navigation is 
particularly - Valuable’ in long~distance cross-country flights over thinly popu- 
‘lated sections of the country whers: landmarks are few and far between, and in 
aerial operations in the Insular: possessions which involve" wonsiderable “over- 

_ water flying. ” Sn 

The: students: pursuing this first navigation: ‘goursée are highly. appreciative 
of the benefits they have derived therefrom, particularly the practical side of 
- 38, stating that they were enabled to learn . the full use ef the, various a 
tion instruments employed when flying by reckoning alone. — 

_ At. the time: the students were at’ “Wright Field, a. humber of flights weré 
made in: the Flying Class Room, within 60° to .100.miles ‘of the field, -in-order to 
conduct practical: navigation work, During the -roundabout cross-country. gradua- 
tion flight from Wright Field to: Washington, which was participated.in by the 
entire class of ‘students, as well as’ the ‘instructors, two other planes were util- 
_ ized in addition to the modified Fokker Transport , one being a Ford Transport 
- plane -and the’ other an 0-11 Observation plane. Captain Finter was in command of 
' the flight and Lieut. Hegenberger piloted the . Flying. Class Room. The students 
utilized-the class room in shifts of three at a. time.» They plotted their loca- 

tion at various times by means -of. their’ instruments, and checked ‘the result with 
the pilot... At’ first they met with indifferent success, but towards the latter 

part..of the flight their errors repidiy . I os aaa ane their calculations were 

practically letter perfect. ...- 

Complete radio ‘sending and rpcéiving Wets | are installed in the Fokker, and 
the students were in constant commuriication with their home station as- .well as 
with other Air Corps stations equipaéd: with radio. . The -radio phase of the 
‘course is handled: by Tieuts.. LeRox- Wolfe, air Corps, and §.P. Robertsy eAgne 
Corps. 

During thé flight between Wrignt ‘Field and. Scott Field, the radio heacoas: 
at these two. stations were utilized, Thiey fiinctioned: perfectly and enabled the 
pilot .to maintain: an absolutely straight. course to his destination. hood ' 

From Bolling: Field the acrial- navigation students depdrted ; for. itchel 
Field, ‘N.Y, and the flight. contemlates totiching Boston, Mass., and Buffalo, 
‘N.Y., before. returning to Wright Field Yh ‘time. for the gratyation exercises. 

vec, at les iki gel 


“cRISSY FIE ELD FLYERS STSP our 


"Here's something for you fellors flying over: the Texas plains to: think 
about," remarks’ the Crissy Field Correspondent, and he then goes on to. ‘say: "In 
the month of March, 36,288 miles | were flow out of this. field without a. forced 
landing. This: included a total of 504 flights and 359: hours in ‘the’ air. ‘Any 
forced. landing ‘within'® ten miles of Crissy Field means you swim, and not having 
any .great appetite for cold water we just don't go down around here. Aside from 
the’ kidding, however,’ we are proud of: this record, for it reflects credit pri- 
marily. upon. the » enlistéa versonnel of this field." 
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AIRSHIP 16-5 WRECKED AT LAXEHURST, NJ. 


The mishap to the Airship TC-5 at’ Lakehurst, N.J., leaves the 19th Airship 


‘ing Company at Langley Field, Va., with no airships at the present time. The expec- 
ch tations are that a ship will be flown from Scott Field, Ill., in time for the 
summer training progran. 
The TC-5 left Langley Field for Edgewood, Md., March 27th, on a photographic 
mission in connection with.tho. Chemical Warfare Demonstration at the Edgewood 


_  rsenal. lLcaving at 10:30 a.m., with Captain L.F. Stone in command and Captain 
it -R.S. McCullough and Warrant Officer R.E. Lassiter, pilots, the ship arrived at 
its destination at 1:50 p.m., nee was’ moored for the day by means of the Three 
Wire Mooring Device.: ; 

On the following morning, however, the wind had increased to such an extent 
ng» that it was. thought advisable to take the ship into the air until same had 
abated. After a three-hour.flight over Edgewood, however,.the wind increased in 
velocity instead of subsiding, and the ship headed for Lakehurst, N.J., landing 
at the Naval Air Station after a flight of 13 hours. At. Lakehurst the situation 
was considered too dangerous to attempt maneuvering the ship into the hangar, 
and another flight of three hours and 45 mimutes was made,. the ship landing at 

6:30 p.m. The attempt to maneuver the airship into the hangar proved disastrous 
sere resulted in the total loss of same. Approaching the hangar, the ship vas 
caught in a sudden gust of wind, tearing it from the hands of the ground crew, 


dy 


received a fractured elbow and Captain McCullough's back was wrenched, while one 
meriber of the ground crew received minor injuries. 
---000--- 


LANGLEY FIELD PERSONNEL AID IN ABABAMA FLOOD RELIEF WORK 


The 2nd Bombardment Group: was ordered by the Chief of Air Corps to send ten 
planes to Maxwell Field, Ala., to aid in the rescue and relief of the flood 
stricken area. One. hour after being notified, the following personnel were on 
| the way in 0-ll and: A-3 planes: 1st Lieut. James W. Hammond (in command); 2nd 
; Lieuts. George R.. Geer, Warren Higgins, Charles S. Vaughn, Willard R. 

, Wolfinbarger, Walter H. Agee, Maurice F. Daly, Air Corps; end Lieuts. Harley B. 


Corporals Bozhider Berkitch, Barl R. Young, Bernard F. Jablonsky, Pvt. 1/Cl. 
Clarence IE. Weidaw, Pvt. James R. Archer, A.C. Tactical School; Corporals Edwin 
S. Woodward and Roy White, 59th Service nicammesants and Pvt. Frank Sirovic, 58th 
Service Squadron. 

On the take-off from Augusta Municipal Airport, Licut. Hammond, due to a 
sputtering Liberty, crashed the top of a Ford coupe, dishing his right wheel and 
forcing him to remain at Augusta. Lieut. Grater was sent from Maxwell to 
Birmingham for a new wheel for the ship. On his way from Birmingham to Augusta 
his Liberty let him down about 30 miles out of Augusta in a very soft field. 
During the week at Maxwell Field, Lieut. Higgins and Corp. Woodward were let 
down while patrolling the back of the Conecuh River at an altitude of about 100 
feet looking for people in need of assistance on isolated houses. The motor 
cut out completely, causing him to land in the water, the only place for landing 
which was available. In endeavoring. to. Land without. power, the right wing of 
the plane hit a tree, causing Lieut. Eiggins and his passenger to be thrown out. 
They landed in the water. TS: and were picked up by some men in a row boat. 

---~000--=- 





NEW BOMBERS ARRIVE AT, LANGLEY FIELD 


i; Four of the new type Keystone bombing planes, LB-7's, equipped with Pratt- 
i Whitney "Hornets," arrived recently at Lanzley Field, Va. These ships were 
ferried down from the factory at Bristol, Pa., by Captain Sellers, Lieuts. Fair, 
Wolfinbarger and Malone. Thesé ships have been kept very busy by the pilots in 
an attempt to steal a few mimtes at the wheel to see what the future holds for 
them. It is understood that Major Knerr has a few changes that he wished to 
make, one of which is reducing the dihedral from 5° to 3° in order to increase 
the speed, 
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and carrying it a mile or more into some trees bounding the field. Captain Stc ic 


Grater, Howard E. Hall, Emery J. Martin, Air Reserve; Sergeant Wallace H.Yeager, 
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ATTACK GROUP PERSONNEL .FLY TO. MEXICAN BORDER 


April 6th being Arny. Day and marking the coimletion of the aerial firing 

season, a Group formation of 27 ships maneuvered over Port Arthur, Orange, 
Beaumont, Houston and Galveston., Returning to Fort Crockett from this flight.at 
11:30 a.m., orders were found directing that 12 attack’planes leave immediately 
for the Mexican Border on.a mission of indefinite duration. The take-off was 
made at 1:50 that afternoon, the squadron reaching Marfa, Texas, before dark. 
At El Paso the following morning orders vere received to patrol the border from 
El Paso to Fort Huachuca, reporting wpon arrival to Major Lohman, ‘tho is in com 
mand of Air Corps patrol activities at that point. The squadron arrived at Fort 
Huachuca at 12:10 April 7th, vith all equipment in excellent condition. 

The take-off from Fort Crockett vas witnessed with some anxiety, as for the 
‘first time the full military load, with a fer edded pounds, vas carried. The 
90th Attack Squadron which made this flight and is now based at Fort Huachuca 
compriscs the following officer pilots: Captain Horace N. Heisen (commanding), 
Licuts. J. G. Moore, 0.C. Gcorge, G.A. McNair, E.P. Rose, 2. ae .D.Johnstor 
A.M. Kelley, F.M. Ziegles, J.H. ee on, H.T.E. Hertzberg ani. ¥.S. Lee. 

On the following moining forty-three enliste® men anc Captain C.E, Brenn, 
Flight Surgeon, Lieuts. J.T. Flock, ¥.%. Gross, T.L. Mosley, V.L. Lee, W.H. 
‘Maverick ani C.K. Roath left by train for the 90th Squadron base at Huachuca. 
The disapnointeda members of the 8th Attack Squadron are laying on their guns 
ready anl eager to take off should word be received from the Commancing General. 

Communication with Captain Hoisen is had daily by means of the new short 
wave radio set planned anc constructec: by Staff Sergeant C.P. Smith of the 
Sra Attack Group Communications Department. 

---000--- 


NEW SUTLDINGS AT ROCKFSLL FISLD 


nockwell Field, tiinientiie calif. will soon »resent an entirely different 
appearance to the hundreds of aviators rho have long been accustomed to seeing 
all the development and imposing structures on thé Navy'end of the Island. Bids 
are shortly to be opened for the: construction of one Air Corps barracks to ac- 
commodate 500 enlisted men, 16 sets of officers! ‘quarters ‘and 13 sets of noncom- 
missioned officers' quarters. The buildings are to be concrete hollov-wall con- 
struction, with tile roofs and hardwood floors. . They vill be equipped with gas- 
steam heating system, electric refrigeration anc other ultra.modern convenien- 
ces. The structures will all be of a Mission tyne architecture. The plans were 
drawn by the Quartermaster General's Department and approved by Mr. aontae F. 
Ford, American Institute of Architecture. 

The only buildings now on Roclowell Field which will be left standing when 
the completed plans for the new field are. carried ‘out are the three new hangars 
now occupied by the Depot, the hosnital and two sets of officers! quarters. The 
proposed quarters, administration milding and hangars will all be erected on: 
the south end of the Island, approximately parallekto the ocean beach. 

--+000--- fs “es 


GOOD OLD SHIP GOES 10 SCRAP PILE 


"It seems a pity," says the. Fairfield Corresnondent, "that some of the govd 
old airplanes cannot be honored-in some vay. The old parachute ship DI-2, which 
was made by the Navy and went into commission in 1921 and used for testing pare- 
chutes at the Fairfield Air Depot, was finally salvaged last month after doing 
yeoman service for many years with never a mishaps “A new C-1 has been remodel. 
and converted into a parachute ship capable of dropping three dummies at a tim. 
It takes the place of the old DI-2 and it is: hoped that it will serve as lone 
and raitaturly as did that old ship." 3.0 = 

inet tei 


FLIGHT SURGEON RECEIVES ‘YOUNG FORTUNE 


Flight Surgeons may be interested in knowing that Captain band: S. Johnson, 
Flight Surgeon at Marshall Field, Ft. ‘Riley, Kansas, just received $934.00 re- 
funded pay as the result of a recently rendered decision of the Court of Claims 
following a suit to establish flying pay for Flight Surgeons under the old pay 
bill. 
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NEW CATERPILLAR CLUB MEMBERS y 


‘In the Lotus! of the News letter of Jamary 10, 1929, the score of the 
Caterpillar Club stood at 110: lives saved and 116 emergency jumps made, six 
jumps being repeaters, At this writing the Caterpillar Club roster shows 120 
names and 127 jumps made,’ the’ men who recently joined the Grand and Exalted 
Order’ of ‘Caterpillars being shown below, viz: 





: Dato” a ‘" Name. sank Place 
1928 Dec. 4 Norme’ D. Frost" _ 2nd Lieut. A.C. Wheeler Ficld, 1.H; 
‘1929-Jan. 26 Julian B. Haddon "1st Lieut. A.C. New Carlisle, Ohio. 
Jan. 30° Jack B. Story . |. Civilian,Air Mail Devenvort, Iowa. 
Feb. 15 oe M." Morgan 2nd Lt. A.C. Reserve New Baltimore, Mich. 
Mare 10 = T. Lowo ..- 28} Liewt. A.C. Brooks Field, Texas. 
Mar. 11 ites W. Holman) Civilian. Minneapolis, Minn. 
_ Mar. 16° John H. Tilton _.. end Lt. A.C.Reserve <Alexandria, Va. 
Mar. 22 Paul J. Kamit =‘... Civilian, Air Mail Harmon, 111. 
 Mar..ee Samel J. Samson Civilian, Air Mail Lansing, Indiana. 
Mar. 23 Al. Wilson . , . Civilian Pacoima, Calif. 
Var. 31 Fred Roulctte _ Sergeant, Ind. N.G. 
‘Apr. 14 William Wirer ~~ Capt. Mo. WN. G. Gumbo, Mo. | 


It will be observed that apparently twelve new members have been initiated 


“tnto the Caterpillar Club since the. last compilation of the membership, from 
which it would appear that there is a. dis crepancy of two names and one jump. 


In the attempt on the, part of the Information Division of the Air Coros to ob- 
tein a. full account of. each emergency: parachute jum made, it was learned that 
one certain indivicual,. apparently.a sensation sceker, had reported to the »ress 
that: he. -had been forced ‘to jump from an airplane during flight. The account of 
this alleged jump appeared in several newspapers, and it was assumed that the 
information was reliable... Subsequent investigation, however, developed the 
fact: that thero.was no. record: of an Air Mail pilot of the name given, nor was 


there, any: trace. of. a wrecked airplane at the place where the crash was supposed 


to have occurred. 
: While it’ is true that: the;sCaterpillar Club is a mythical organization, it 


‘is by no! means: desired to carry any mythical names on its rolls, and sv a heavy 


black line has been crossed through a certain name on the membership roll. 
Through’ his life saving jutsp.on March 23rd, Al Wilson bacame a second 

‘degree member ofthe: Caterpillar Club’ alonz with Cantain Frank O'D. Hunter, 

Lieut. .Bugene’ H:Barksdale (deceased) and Sergeant Fred P. Miller. Wilson's 


‘first jump took place on May 27,1928, at Hollywood, Calif. As has often been 


‘méntioned’ in articles:on the. Caterpillar Club, Col. Charles A. Lindbergh is the 


.Noble Caliph,’ Graiid' Vizier, Hifh Mogul; or what have you, of the Order by 
* virtue of‘ the. fact that: he made four emergency jumps. 


Data is: atJhand giving detailed accounts of a mumber of the emergency 
parachute tii ‘recently made, end. these accounts are hereafiattcr @xoted, viz: 


AL ‘WILSOM. SPrapped. helpless sly upside ‘down in the ‘forward cabin, Phil Jones, 


“e9-year ald’ airplane meéhanic, plunged to his death while Al Wilson, 


noted stunt ‘flyer, ‘Was drifting’ to ‘safety in his parachute when the twin motor- 


ed giant Gotha German bombing plane. collapsed at an altitude of 7500 feet and 


~ erashed to sarth ‘a quarter of a mile fro : the business section of Patoim. 


Wilson himself had 4, ‘narrow escape from instant death when he had difficul- 
ty in opening his” ‘parachute, ‘and dropped like ‘a plummet a distance of 3,000 
feet before he ‘was able’ ‘to jerk the ring ‘of the” “contrivance. He sprained both 
ankles in landing a mile and a half ‘from the ‘scéne of the crash. 

The ‘accident’ happened ‘at about 4:30 o'clock during tae filming of the last 
scene for, "Hell's Angels, " a motion picture being proéuced by Howard Hughes, who 


: Pereiesed the machine in Germany more than'a year ago. With Wilson at the con- 


trols and: Jones in’ the cabin ahead of hin, the huge bomber took off from Cado 


_. Field; Van Nuys; at “4:00 p.m., followed by. ‘three camera planes and a fourth 
‘piloted by Hughes’ who was directing the scene. For half an hour the flight 


maueuvered, gaining altitude before undertaking © the scene which was to have 
showm the relic of’ Germany's aerial circus exocuting a hazardous tail spin. 
‘At a height: of 7,500 feet, Hughes signalled W Wilson to go into a spin. The 


‘stunt flyer threw the ship into ‘a series of spirals’ with a view of testing its 
ability to withstand the strain,” As it flopped’ over, on its side, the left wing 


collapsed and the huge plane turned on its" back and, as Wilson believes, Mmrl- 
ing Jones upside down against the ceiling of the cabin. Down it plunged for 
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wing. Then he decided to abandon the ship. He shouted to Jones to jump, 
Switched off the ignition, unfastened his own safety belt that had secured him 
to his seat, and worked himself free of the falling plane. 

Handicapped by heavy gloves he was wearing, as well as the cumbersome 
goggles, Wilson struggled in vain to jer the paracmte ring, turning over many 
times in his descent. At 1,500 fect he succeeded in removing his gloves and 
goggles, enabling him to release the chute. Then he steered himself away from 
buildings and trees of Pacoima and struck hard as he landed at Pierce and 
Bradley Streets. During his. fall, he says, he believed Jones had heard his con 
mand and was coming down safely. At about the same time Tilson came to earth 
the Gotha with Jones still in the cabin crashed at Terra Bella and Hadden 
Streets, plowed through a heavy iron fence, and brought up a demolished heap in 
the orange orchard of Dr. G. J. Saylin. Wilson was given emergency treatment at 
the San Fernando Health Center and returned to his home in Hollywood. 

The great Gotha, valued at $60,000,. was, according to reports, brought to 
America from Germany to be reconditioned for service in the film. It was 
equipped with two Libert; motors of 425 horsepower each and was piloted across 
the country by Captain Kcscoe Turner. Since its arrival in Los Angeles some 
months ago it has been flown by Ben Lyon and James Hall, two of the players in 
the picture, without mishap. 

A short time ago Hughes broadcast an invitation for airmen to take it up 
and perform the needed tail spin. Twenty-five leading aviators refused to try 


it, saying that it would be next to impossible to do so. Wilson, however, back- | 


ed by assertions ps ; SNS experts that the shin would stand the strain, 


tadcled the job. e (Wilson) stated, however, that he begged Jones, who was his § 


friend, not to he SE him, feeling equal to the job of handling the plane uh 
alone. But Jones insisted on going aloft as mechanic. It was the first time, 
Wilson declared, that he had ever taken anyone up with him on a stunt job. 
Wilson had a narrow escape last summer while performing another aerial 
trick for the film,when the propeller of his plane oes off in mid air over 
Hollywood. He landed in his parachute on the roof of a house dx filser Aveme, 


PAUL F. COLLINS, pilot of the National Air Transport, whose initiation into the 
Caterpillar Club was, to say the least, a rather wild experi- 
ence, made the following revort on his jump: 

"Left Cleveland at 4:00 a.m. on November 18th with KAT Radio Ship #24, 
having approximately 600 pounds of mail ani 200 pounds of express. The weather 
was good:to Mercer; practically clear, Weather fzom Bellefonte to Hadley was 
reported good. There was a line squall- traveling at the rate of about 25 miles 
per hour, which passed Cleveland at 11:00 p.m. with strong gusty winds, which | 
figured to hit in the vicinity of Clarion, and from pilot Underhill's report, 
then down at Mercer, it was practically imossible to fly under this storm, so 1 
decided to go over it. Cloud formation started just beyond Mercer and kept 
getting higher. Was over clouds at this time. As I approached the vicinity of 
Clarion, the elouds looked lower to Northeast, so I changed my course, thinking 
that I could climb over them. - Shortly after. this, they began building up higher 


and higher and. seeing that I could not get over them, flew into them at approxi- | 


mately 10,000 feet altitude, figuring to be in them not over 15 or 20 mimtes 
and then have these clouds drop away and te over them again. For the first five 
mimates the air was fairly bury, but not bad; just kept me on my toes to keep 
ship on course. At this time in the darkness.and black clouds I could see 
nothing but the instrument board and absolutely nothing outside the cockpit. 
The instrument lights were not turned on, because I wanted to be: able to see 
any break in the clouds or stars, if they caeeee overhead, but I’.could read 
the instruments perfectly. 


5,000 feet, Wilson desyeratély trying to regain control in spite of the loosened 








| 





SR 


Was maintaining a perfect southeast . ‘course, es suddenly ran into extreme- [| 


ly rough air, however,. not any rougher than I had flown through many times be- 
fore. Suddenly the ship seemed to acquire great speed and the turn indicator 
was thrown hard to the right and stayed nee despite my efforts to dislodge it. 


I pulled hard up on the stick and gave full left rudder, easing off the motor at f 
the same time. The ship seemdd to slow up and the air. speed indicator came back [ 


to 66 or 70 miles per-hour but the turn indicator vas still to’ the right. This 
was only momentary and the. ship immediately picked up terrific speed again. The 
last I noticed, the ship was traveling approximately 160 miles per hour with the 


turn indicator still hard right. I exerted all the pressure that I could on the i 
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stick to pull it back and. although there was sIight clasticity in its action, I 
could not pull it back towards me, evidently due to great pressure upon the flip- 
pers. At this time there began a violent snapning. By snapning I mean nothing 
that I could hear, but just as. if someone had hold of me and was shaking me. The 
snapping was so violent that my head was thrown back and forth and it seemed to 
me at this tine that the speed of the ship was terrific. The last I noticed, the 
altimeter read approximately six or seven thousand feet, which was just before 
the sna yoing began. I was positive before the snapping. began that there was 
sometiing wrong with the ship and when it actually bogan snapping I knew there 
was nothing more that I could do. The motor was off at this time. The rudder 


. action before the snayping began seemed O.K. for pressure but could get no 


response. The aileron action at this time is hard for me to judse, because all 
my efforts on the stick were to null it back and try to get the nose up. The 
bie ball seemed fairly well centered at all times before snanping began. I have 


been in many spins but this was entirely different - so mich more violent. As I 


look back on it now, I cannot say whether the sninning or snapping was to the 
left or to the right. When the. snapping began it was the first time that I 
thouzht of gotting out. and I inmediately unfastemed the safety belt and started 
to get up, but have no remembrance of getting out and actually jumpine. 

It seemed lixe I fell out, which would indicate that the ship was cither on 
its back or at least more on its back than richt side up. I sav nothing of the 
ship and it took me some time to locate the ring, probably falling 1,000 or 
1,500 feet before I found it and opened the narachute. The perachute opened al- 
most instantaneously, pinning my left arm unricht. I might have disengaged it, 
but figured it better to leave well enough alone. Still I saw nothing except a 
possible shading of the surroundings to a darker tone color. I hit the ground 
without seeing it first. The paracmte caught in the second growth trees and 
did not drag me and, although the wind on the ground was about 30 or 40 miles 
per hour, I ‘landed behind a slight hill, which somewhat sheltered me from this 
wind. Neglected to say that shortly after the parachute had opened, I heard a 
dull crash, which was undoubtedly the ship. From the time I first went into the 
clouds until I hit the ground I saw nothing except the instrument board. 

After forty-five mimutes of wandering through the darkness along a pipe 
line, I came to a house and aroused its occunant, Mr. Himes, who inmediately 
started fathering a mumber of men. These men arrived about eight o'clock in the 
morning and we started to search for the shiy. I first went dom to recover 


‘my parachute. and near it wo found the lower left wing, broken off about one- 


quarter way out, and threc-fourths intact. Then we started through the woods, 


. finding. small debris from the plane as we »roceeded 100 yards apart, 10 of us in 


a line,.in. the direction of the wing. Discovered ship three-quarters of a mile 
west by, southwest of the wine. . Sent back men for camera, took three pictures 
and then with.axes, shovels and crowbars we started to reclaim the mail. This 
was recovered entirely, although most of the sacks were split open. We secured 
some wheat sacks and placed the loose and split sacks in them and took them to 
Brookville, Penna., which is 35 miles by road from the scene of the wreck. . We 
arrived in Brookville at 1:30 p.m. and turned over everything to the Assistant 
Postiuaster there.. From inspection of the ship, could see.nothing but few mts 
and volts to salvage. None of the trecs around the wreck were touched, indicat- 
ing that the fuselage hit directly on its nose. The nose of the motor was buried 
about seven feet into the fround.." 


J. ORDWAY WEBSTER, pilot in the omloy of the National Air Transport, Inc., en- 
countering fog, the airman's nemesis, vas finally forced to 
abandon his plane and stake everything on his paracmte. His report follows: 

"I left. Cleveland December 17th in plane 39, with the second section of 
Consolidated Frisco 14th and 15th and Might Chicago 15th at 10:45 a.m. by the 
clock in the ship.. From Cleveland to Bellefonte I flew a 115. degree course, 
passing over Bellefonte at 12:42 p.m. At Bellefonte I changed my course to 120 
degrees and went blind at the Nittany mountains .. Changed my altimeter then to 
the last Hadley barometric report that I had received at Cleveland. 

Came down to three thousand feet above sea level to miss Yoodward and flew 
at that level until ayproximately 12:57 p.m. and then came down to twenty-seven 
hundred and flew at this altitude until 1:42 Dem. Cane down to two thousand 
feet until 2:10 p.m. and then down to fiftecn hunired for a short time and then 
gradually down to:one thousand, and at two hours out of Bellefonte was flying at 
that level. Then I started to feol for the.ground and came down to three or 
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_ four hundred feet.‘and at ‘that altitude had no visibility except down. Did this 
three or four times secing trees cach time not over fifty feet from the wings. 
' Went back um to seven or cisat tmndred and flew until 3:10 ».n., when I came 
down again to four hundred and saw vater beneath, very indistinctly. I thought 
it was Long Island Sound or the bay and flew for fifteen mimtes on the same 
..course at seven or cizht hundred and then came down to two or three hmndred and 
“<Saw water beneath. I gradvally gained altitude dn sane course and finally turn. 
ed due North and clearec the top of the clouds at four thousand and flew at fort; 
five hundred, looking for an opening in the overcast. after about thirty or 
forty mimtes above the clouds came dom to one thousand feet trying to find the 
ground and afraid to go any lower not lkmowing the altitude of terrain as I did 
"not know my exact location; after this I changed my course to three hundred de- 
‘grees and gained a little altitude. 

fhe main tanks went absolutely dry at 4:25 p.m., and then I came down to 
twelve tmndred feet and not sccing anything, started to climb back up on the 
gravity, gathering up my gloves, gogzles, helmet and flashlight and fastening up 
my paractmte, and then the motor stopned at an altitude of fifty-four hundred 
fest. Waiting until after the propeller stonped, I smt off the ignition switch > 
es, navigation lights, instrument board lights and wound the stabilizer all the § 
way bacx. The ship was then at an altitude of fifty-two Mmndred feet. Crawling 
out, I climbed down to the bottom step and pushed myself off by pushing up on 
the exhaust pipe. After clearing the shin well, found the ring and gave it a 
_ stron; pull, the parachute opening immediately. I saw nothing coming down until 
approximately two hundred feet from the ground, the paracmte starting to oscil- 
late as it neared the ground. Unable to distinguish mach beneath due to dark- 
ness, I landed in some small trees about fifteen feet high, and after dropping 
comm from the tree walked to a gas filling station about the distance of two 
city blocks and used their telephone to call the manager at Hadley. Inquired 
from the station attendant and found that I had landed at Suffield, Conn. 

It is evident that I was out over the Atlantic when I sighted water, for 
the period of time that I flew north with approximately a fifty-mile south wind f 
on my tail, I should have been wp in Northern Massachusetts when the gas tanks ff 
went dry, if I-had been over the Sound. 

‘I did not hear the ship when it crashed and attempted to locate it through 
the Deputy Sheriff, and he asked station WTIC to broadcast the information, which 
was done at 6:20 p.m. Someone called un the Deputy Sheriff's wife saying that e 
mail plane had landed across the Connecticut River in Thormsonville, ‘Conn, When 
I arrived at the place tne ship crashed, which was in a swamp, I found that the 
Postmaster of Thormsonville hed removed the mail and exnress and forwarded it to 
New York City via train 81 on N.Y., N.H. and H to Hartford. At this time I also 
noted that the shin clock and various other little thingshad been stolen from 
the ship and my flying boots had also been stolen. m the descent, I lost ny 
gloves, helmet and cosvles. I waited until Mr. Maxwell arrived to take ‘charge 
of the crash and left at 5:00 a.m. on the 18th for Plainfield, arriving home at 
11:00 a.m. . 
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LIZUT. NORME D. FROST possed throush a most vnusual experience in attempting to 
release his safety belt in order to leave his fast spin- 
aing shin, the controls of which had been rendered useless. While in the act of 
openin:; his belt the fingers of his left hand were caught in the metal loop of 
the buckle, and it required almost superimman efforts to pull them free. He 
was fly¥inz a PW-9¢ pursuit plane from Yheeler Field, T.H., and at the time of 
his ju» was in an upside down position spinning with the nose nearly down. 
“The speed of the plane was estimated as avout 200 to 250 miles per hour. 
| “ "After having completed practice machine gun fire on a tow target," Lieut. 
Frost stated, "I proceeded to the immediate vicinity of the airdrome and began 
practicing aerial acrobatics. After about thirty mimtes of such, I decided to 
do an upside-down (or outside)spin. I had performed this type of spin several 
times in the past month with no trouble in coming out of them. On this occa- 
_ sion I climbed to the usual altitude of 5,000 feet before going into the spin 
‘and climbed the ship as though to loop it. I stalled it at the top when bottom 
side up and then kicked righ: radder and milled the stick back in ‘the right rea! 
position. The ship began to spin in the inverted or bottom-side up yosition _ 
with the nose pointing cdowiward slightly. The spin gradually became tishter ai 
tighter and the nose pointed straighter towards the sround at every revolution 
with no further effort to make it do so. 
~142- v-5886, A. 
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“After the usual third or fourth turn I attempted to bring the ship out of 


-the spin. I deviated slizhtly as though it was soing to roll out, just in the 


same manner as it had done in all the other svins, but immediately assumed the 
spin again only ina faster and tighter manner. I placed the controls in every 
conceivable nosition both gently and violently but they had no effect whatever 


‘and: felt as they do when working them while sitting on the ground. I blasted 


the. motor with the throttle a couple of times, but it only tended to tighten the 
spin. aAt the time I first attempted to check the soin I had lost about a thous- 
and feet and had four thousand feet yet to go. I mst have fought to bring the 
ship out of the spin in another two thousand feet and realized it was useless to 


try it any longer. Sy this time the speed downvard vas great, for everything 


was whistling and I felt it. I was spinning so fast that the different objects 


on:the ground formed many concentric circles and I could not distinguish a 


single object. It was all a whirling blur and I could not tell how close to the 
grounc. I.was, but I did realize that I had time to release myself from the ship. 
I pushed off the rubber band that safeticd the buckle on the belt and with 
my left fingers pullec the buckle to release it. Due to the nature of the spin 
the centrifugal force was terrific and tended to throw me outward and I hung 
heavy against the belt. My eyes felt the pressure and seemed like’): they were 
about to nop out, but I could see everything about the plane all right. As the 


‘buckle of the belt was nulled, the tins of the middle ani ring fingers on nx 
iz BS pao) 
-left hand became caught in the metal loop of the buckle and acted as a wedge 


which prevented the loon from slioping through the other half of the buckle and 
reloasing me from the plane. My fingers were pincheé numb and I looked in my 
lap and saw thom caught there, I pulled on tho bottom of the seat with my right 
hand to lessen my weizht against the belt but the centrifugal force was too 
great ana I could not move myself enough to loosen the buckle and free my fin- 
goers. I realized the situation and Imew the ground was coming fast, so I grasp- 
ed my left wrist with my right hand and had to yank hard twice to tear my ir- 
prisoned fingers loose. It was only then that the belt onened, and I was thrown 


-out instantly like a rock froma catapult, face towards the sky and head 
‘downward. — sms 


I soon found the rip cord to my parachute and pulled it out, the chute. open- 
ed at once. and. I floated only about 600 feet from the ground. I flew out of the 
plane so quickly that I did not ‘mow which way it or I vent and never saw it 
again till after I landed. I was in the air in my varachute only long enough to 
Slip it .to prevent landing in the gulch which was coming towards me. I tried to 
twist myself around some so as to land properly, tut had not time enough as I 
then hit. the ground near the edge of the ~ulch. I was not hmrt in the least, 
though it was an awful jolt as I fell in some backward position. 

I heard the plane crash just after my clmte opened, but was so busy prepar- 


"ing to land myself that I couldn't enjoy the scenery as I descended. As soon as 


I hit I jumed up and waved at a fellow nilot circling overhead to let him know 
that I was all 0.K., and then examined my damaged fingers. I had lended only 
about 100 yards from where my plane crashed and soon discovered it only slightly 
visible above the ground. 

as I shot out of the plane, I didn't waste any time grabbing for the rip 
cord, for I knew that the ground mst be close. I never felt of so many strange 
belts and straps that go to make up a normal paracmte in my life and I could 
not find the ring in its accustomed resting place for ages (so it seemed), but 
at last I discovered it up under my armpit and I jerked it clear. I saw the 
chute: suddenly onen against the sky and then more suddenly I was looking in the 
Oyposite direction and discovered the ground directly below me. All the time 
that I was feeling for the rip coré I was forcing myself to mrry, for I was 
sure that I would hit the ground before I could make anything hanpen. I. had 
been fighting. and strugrling against that terrible centrifugal force for 4,000 
feet and all my efforts seemed to move like the slow motion pictures on the 
screen, I folt the relief.of beince freed from the plane and felt it greater yet 
after I found the rip cord and. the paracmte opened. I thought of the relief 
that I mst nave given my syectators that saw me; I thought of the narrow escape 
that I had had from death and was glad to see the cround that was standing still 
once more. I didn't feel any fear at any time; I just seemed to realize what 
was. coming. if I didn't. get. out and get that chute to working. I was not dizzy 
and my eyes were normal. I folt no discomfort physically vhile floating in the 
air nor did I feel any effects from ny spin in the plane. I thought of the. pos- 


. Sibilities of Spraining my weakest anldle, and also my knee, which I had injured 
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_ two weeks’ before,’ but figured that was. mch preferred .to what. I had just avoided, 


“ effects nor did I feel excited; althoum 


. mer: JULIAN 3. 


power of the motor due to the rareness, of the atmosphere at higher altitudes. In 


. this varticular flight, it was, cf course, necessary to carry a supply of oxygen. 


- found the temperature 50 below zero. At this altitude I experienced difficulty 











































After landing on the ground and. discovering that I was unhurt except for my fin- f 
gers, I. gathered up my cite and started walking towards the field very happy in [ 
my thoughts. that I was alive for my family's sake. I didn't experience any after 
sn the fingers on my left hand trembled 
considerably. I wanted to get in another ship as soon as I got back to the fiela 


and did after my fingers were dressed. I was not afraid of it and did all the 


usual stunts except another upside-down outside spin." 


HADDON, after becoming insensible through lack of oxygen and 
dropoing 25,000 feet in his plane, regained conscious- 

hess in time .t6 discover his ship in flames. In the following narrative he re- 

lates his thrilling experiences and grayhically describes his escape from death. 
"On Saturday, January 26, 1929, at 9:30 a.m.," Lieut. Haddon stated, "I 


. took off from Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, in an exnerimental single-seater Army 


pursuit airplane, equipped with a D-12, 430 h.p. motor, with side type exhaust 


driven supercharger. This was one of the regular scheduled test flights which 


are oonducted on all types of airplanes and equipment by the United seaendes Arny 
Air Corps at Wright Field. 

The purdose of this rarticular flight was to determine the best climbing 
speed and the maximum speed at service ceiling of this airnlane when equipped 
with a supercharger. The supercharger is an apparatus for preventing decreased 





an airplane of this type, the use of the sunercharger has increased the altitude [| 
to which the plane wiil fly from about 21,000 feet to approximately 35,000 feet. F 
..: .<t has been found from experiments made by the Army Medical Corps and from § 
actual flighi tests that at all altitudes above 15,000 feet the atmosphere begins f 
to get so thin that there is insufficient oxygen available for the average person § 
to function normally. At the extremely high altitude which was contemplated on 





This oxygen was inhaled through the mouth by means of a. small tube with a rubber § 
ni»ple, a& valve being installed in the tube to regulate the. a:ount required. : 

The extremely cold temperatures found at the higher altitudes makes very 
bulky clothing necessary. The coldest termmerature I found on this flight was 50 
degrees below zero Centigrade. I wore a heavy blanket-lined flying suit, mocca- 
sins, fur-lined, fur helmet and face mask and, of course, goggles and paracmte. fF 

The start of the climb was made at 90 miles ner hour, with a decrease of ’ 
speed of axnroximately one mile per 1,000 fet. This speed has been predetermin- 
ed by calculations as the best climbing specd, and I was required to fly accord- 
ingly. At2Q,000 feet, I was required to maxe a record. of the following: Atmos- 
phere temperature, engine revolutions, and engine temperature. This information 
was written on a card fastened on the le-: of the aviator. Due to the heavy fly- 
ing equipment and the extreme cold I had some difficulty in making the required 
notes. While at this time, I was flying at'the correct speed and regulating the 
supvly of oxygen to make certain that I was odtaining a sufficient amount. 

I climbed to an altitude of 32,000 feet in annroximately 35 mimtes and J 





in breathing the oxygen through the nipple, as ice would form on and in the 
nipple from the saliva from my mouth. Excessive saliva is caused by inhaling 
oxygen through the mouth. At this time the carcrequired that I fly for a few 
minutes at 61 miles per hour and I climbed to 34,000 feet. There I remember 
reaching in a half asleep fashion for the nipple of the oxygen tube, which had 
fallen out of my mouth. At this instant I became. unconscious and did not regain 
consciousness until the aircraft had dived to about 9,000 feet. 

When I regained consciousness, I felt nauseated, a condition caused by lack: 
of oxygen. I immediately put the nipnle in my mouth and took several long in- 
hales of the precious oxygen. I thought I had been unconscious for a few seconds F 
only and was surprised to note the altitude meter recording 9,000 feet. I realiz > 
ed inmediately that .I had been unconscious for some time and during the period 
had dived about 25,000 feet towards the sround. I am thoroughly convinced that 
ice had formed in the ninsle of the oxygen tube and prevented my getting suffi- 
cient to remain conscious, as I had more than sufficient oxygen for the flight. 

As this type of aircraft is very stable, it is believed it went into a elide F 
and dove at about a 45- degree angle for the 25,000 feét at a speed of anproxi- 
mately 320 miles per hour. This inherent stability is built into this type of 
aircraft to ssa care of such conditions as I encountered. An unstable airplane 
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“issue of the News Letter. ‘ 


would. have gone into a vertical dive and disintegrated, due to excessive speed 
caused by gravity and the motor being wide open. 

When I regained consciousness, I noticed that the motor was running uneven- 
ly and would not turn up more than 700 revolutions per minute, whereas normally 
this motor would tumn Up approximately 2,200 revolutions with full throttle. I 
immediately. looked for Wright Field, as I realized that a forced landing was im 
minent. .I started gliding toward the field, which was about 20 miles south, 
After losing about 3,000 feet altitude, gliding toward the field, I observed 
flames in the motor compartment, between the banks of the motor and forward of + 
the fire wall and gasoline tank. 

My first thought was not ‘to jump but to. try to land the plane. I continued 
to glide toward the field. I »wulled the automatic fire extinguisher, which 
sprays a fire-extinguishing liquid over the motor. As it was later determined, 
the origin of the fire was in the crank case, and this liquid could not reach 
the flame. In consequence it did little good. After pulling the fire extine 
guisher and noting the fire was not dying out, I made the decision to leave the 
plane, kmowing that the trusty Army paracmte would open, provided I had suffi- 
cient altitude for it to omen. At 3,000 feet I unfastened my safety belt and 
nosed the ship over suddenly, expecting to catapult myself out over the upper 
wing. While stationed at Selfridge Field, Mich., I had made up my mind that 
this was the best way to get out of a pursuit ship. 

Instead of being mg out, I was merely thrown upon the headrest in 
rear of the cockpit. I still had hold of the control stick and immediately pull- 
ed the plane up into. a stall and fell over the left side between the left wing 
and stabilizer. The question is often asked whether or not it requires much 
nerve to leave an airplare while several thousand feet up in the air and to dive 
into space, depending entirely on the proper functioning of a few yards of silk, 
I feel that I am qualified to state that when an airplane catches on fire in the 
air the pilot mst make his decision and act accordingly so quickly that he has 
‘little time for fear. 

The pilot knows that; sometimes; it is just a few seconds from the time the 
flames appear until the gas tank explodes - consequently, it is a feeling some- 


' what akin to relief when he finds himself free from the threatening flames, float- 


ing through space and tugging at the rip cord of the paracmte. Immed‘ately 
after clearing the ship I pulled the rip and the paracmte snapped open. 

I could see the pilotless airplane and it reminded me of hundreds of plancs 
I had watched. gliding into a field to make 2 landing. I estimated that it con- 
tinued itn a glide.at about 45 degrees and at about 120 miles per hour air speed. 
If I had not known that it was the plane I had just left, I would have thought 
nothing of it, as it glided down to land as if piloted by a skilled pilot. The 
plane struck the ground in a right-side-up position, with the right wing slight- 
ly down. Part of the landing gear was kmocked off and it slid about 200 yards 
over the frozen ground on the fuselage and rolled over. It continued to burn 
and was. destroyed by fire within about 30 mimtes. 

I had been watching the plane with a great deal of curiosity and expecting 
it to explode at any instant, when suddenly I realized I was approaching the 


ground. I was drifting very fast, due to the wind, and from the best calcunla- 
tions I could, make it seemed certain that I would land in the middle of a small 
' clump of woods. which was composed of pretty tall trees. I pictured myself 


hanging from the top of a tall tree by t..c shroud lines of the parachute and 
began to pull to one side, trying to slip the parachute over the woods. I had 
heard of professional parachute jumpers doing this and had been told that it 


was an easy thing to guide a parachute. 


I pulled vigorously and finally slipped. over the eden of the woods, due 


‘more, I believe, to a sudden gust of wind than my ability to guide the cmte. I 
“landed with quite a hard Jolt on the frozen ground in a guns field." 


CHARLES W. HOLMAN, aescenk-scinniniaaiee of eehindions Airvays, jumped from an 
airplane at Wold-Chamberlain Field, Minneapolis, Minn., on 

March llth. His small ménoplane fell into a tail spin and, being unable to 

regain control of it, he jumped with his parachute. No detailed reyort of this 


ae has yet’ been received. 


Reports on other parachute ‘iin will be quoted-in the next or succeeding 
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CAPTAIN EAKER'S DAWN TO DUSK FLIGHT 
By the Kelly Field Correspondent 


In preparation for Captain Ira C. Eaker's "Davm to Dusk" flight from 
Brovmsville, Texas, to France Field, Panama Canal Zone, Lieuts. B. S. Thompson ang 
D.H: Danton took off from Kelly Field on March 14th and, after refueling at 
Brownsville, proceeded to Tampico, Mexico. Lieut. Dunton remained at Tampico to 
make the necessary arrangements for the rapid refueling of Captain Haker's plane, 
.Lieut. Thompson, with Colonel McNab as nassenger, proceeded to Mexico City, where 
the latter resumed his duties at the Mexican capital. On the following day Lieut, 
Thompson proceeded to Minatitlan and Vera Cruz, where he assumed the duties of 
preparing for Captain Eakor's refucling ston there. 

On the same day, March 15th, Captain Eaker flew to Brownsville, where he 
“participated in the ohbening of the airport there, and where his plane was christ- 
ened the "Pan American" by Miss Mary Fechet, daughter of the Chief of Air Corps, 

On the. following day, at 4:00 a.m., Cantain Eaker made his departure for 
‘Panama. Due to strong headwinds, rainy weather, and very poor visibility, te 
was forced to land at Manozan, Nicaragua, without comleting his flight. Harly 
the next morning he procecded to France Field, Panama, where he made preparations 
for the proposed "Darn to Iusk" flight from Panama to Brownsville. He took off 
at 4700 a.m,., but encountered adverse weather conditions between Minatitlan and 
Tampico; so bad, in fact, that he was forced to follow the shore line over mos* 
of his course and passed ‘over the field at Minatitlan without even seeing it. Tx 


.. Weather’ vas so bad, the visibility so noor and the rain so heavy that: he was 


“.foreéd to land at Tampico. On the following day the airport at Tampico was too 
-wuddy to permit him to take off, but on the 20th, accompanied by Lieut. Thompson, 
-who had landed at the Mexican Aviation Company's municipal field, departed for 
Brownsville, 
Captain Eaker, Lieuts. Thompson, Dunton and Gaffney - the ‘ohtne having 
-‘charge of the arrangements at Erownsville - departed from that point late that 
‘afternoon and landed at Kelly-Field that evening. Upon his arrival at Kelly 
Field, Captain Eaker stated that. his failure to make the proposed "Davm to Dusk" 
flight was. in no way caused by improper functioning of his plane, the arrange- 
ments, or the lack of fuel, but was due entirely to the adverse-weather condi- 
tions which are characteris tic of this section of that country during this time 
of the year. ; 

Joe After. a stop at Midland, Texas » to visit his father who is recovering from 
‘@ recent operation, Captain Eaker roturned to Seattle, Washington, with his 
Boeing pursuit ship, turned same over to the.factary officials, and then returned 
£0. Washington to resume his duties. at Bolling Ficid. 

-~-000--- 


MRS. FECHET VISITS .\IR CORPS TRAINING CENTER - 


i Mrs? “James EB. Fechet, accompanied by her daughter Mary, arrived at Kelly 

Field, Texas, March 7th, as the guests of General and Mrs. Frank P. Lahm, and to 

. take part in the "sénd ore" that was: given Captain Ira C. Taker at Brownsville, 
Texas’, at the start of his attempted "Damm to Dusk" rlight to Panama. While at 
.Brownsville, the. Chamber of Commerce placed a tri-motored Ford at the disposal 
of Mrs. Fechet and:the party accompanying ‘er... It is understood that a very 
pleasant trip was. enjoyed by all. - In this’ plene, which was piloted by Captain 
Sykes, were Mrs. Fechet, Miss Jechet, Mosdames Lahn, Lohman, W.B. Wright, Dunton, 
Thoiipsen, and Miss Dorothy Dann. 

About 100 military and civilian obsess were ; ercnenk at the. opening of the 
Brownsville airport, which took place the day pr#er to Capsain Eaker's departure 
for: Panama. This date also marked the opening of a new passenger line between 
San ‘Antonio and-Brownsville. Miss Fechet christened Captain Eaker's Boeing P-12 
pursuit plane as the bess American," this being one of the events of She airport 
SOMES SOR, : 





i 


| = -000— | 
satkcx GROUP. PILOTS MAKE GOOD SHOWING IN ANNUAL RECORD SHOOT ; 


The annual record firing at Fort. Oneltiec tt ‘ikeneen eas , under the provi- 
Sions of TR 440-40,- was completed on April 5th. The firing was done on wesi 
beach adjacent to the airdrome. According to the News Letter Correspondent, “fir- 
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ing this course with A-3's is not considered exactly a cinch, and we believe 
that the final showing made by Group pilots is a good onc. Firing on the sleeve 
didn't immrove the scores materially, but the nercentage made on the ground tar- 









































































—_ gets was sufficicnt to keep up our averaze." All commissioned pilots of the 3rc 
“‘—e Attac'x Group quelifiod, the following scores being made: 
lane, 8th Attack Squadron °80th Attack Squadron 
whers ‘end Licut. Ivan M. Palmer 878.2 1st Licut. John L, Davidson . 2773.4 
Lieut lst Licut. James T. Curry 798.5 2nd Licut. Archibald M. Kelley 682. 
ie Capt. Ralph H. Wooten 791.8 end Lieut. John G. Moore 662.8 
2nd Lieut. Herbert M.Newstrom 776. end Lieut. Elmer P. Rose 660.2 
™ 2nd Lieut. Walter Y. Gross 747.2 . 2nd Lieut. Reginald Heber 652.6 
rist- f end Lieut. George R. Acheso 682.6 lst Lieut. George A. McHenry . 640. . 
rps. i Major John H. Jouctt 653.8 Captain Horace N. Heisen , 631. 
Mi lst Lieut. C.M. Childress,Res. 578.9 end Lieut. Otto C..George 621.2 
= gnd Licut. H. Pennington $72.1 end Lieut. George. H. MacNair 613.6 
tly end Lieut. Robt. H. Lee, Res. 448.5 2nd Licut. Francis M. Zicgler 578.5 
‘akon ‘end Lieut. Leo W. Desrosiers 426.2 end Lieut. Walter 5. Lee, Res. 575.3 
ave” end Lieut. Clayton C. Berry 410.5 end Lieut. John H.Villiamson,Res. 534.4 
aed end Lieut. Zulius T. Flock 388.8 end Lieut. George C. McGinley 527.4 
10st end Lieut. Robert Johnston §21.5 
.. Tey lst Lieut. Jack J. O'Connell 497.8 
eae 2nd Lieut. P.F. Carrier, Res. 483.3 
pae This shows 16 Expert Aerial Gunners, 9 Acrial Sharpshooters and 4 Aerial 
Marksmen. : 
_—— ---000--- 
or 
MARSHALL FIELD PILOTS PRACTICE GUNNERY AT FORT CROCKSTT 
ph A Gunnery Detachment of 14 officers and 13 enlisted men departed in eight 
ae observation planes and two transports from Marshall Field, Fort Riley, Kansas, 
a to Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas, for two weeks of gunnery practice on tow : 
ie targets. One transport was furnished by Dodd Field, Fort Sam Houston, Texas, | 
- and piloted by Lieut. Haney of that station. 
Desvite the customry fogs and bad flying weather of Galveston Island, the | 
ton preliminary and record firing were cormleted and the detachment returned to 
their home station without mishap on Varch 30th. The detachment is very appre- 
arned ciative of the cooperation and hospitality of tho 3rd Attack Group, and has 
nothing but favorable revorts to make of the entire group. 
---000--- 
TC 10 AIRSHIP A TOTAL WASHOUT 
, The 19th eres Commany lost one of its two airships, the TC-10, when 
: + Lieut.~Colonel J.W.S. Tuest, in command, with Lieut. L.A. Skinner as pilot, made 
* a forced landing in the Chesapeake Bay about two miles east of Grand View Beach. 
at The inishap was due to a hole torn in the side of the bag above the right motor, 
1 putting the ship out of control and making a landing necessary. i 
It is believed by the officers of Langley Field that the fabric had become 
. weakened to a great extent when the ship encountered and fought for two days a 
— severe storm at Bolling Field, following its participation in the Inaugural 
parade. The accident occurred on March 11th and, although the airship was a i 
: total loss, most of the damage occurred during the salvaging operations. There i 
ba were no injuries to any of the personnel. Sergeants Balacke and Horan were { 
m members of the crew as engineer and rigger. a 
12 ---000--- 
ort 





The Crissy Field Correspondent waxes very enthusiastic concerning the new Y 
tel-tape ticker which was received last October, remarking that it is the finest 
thing that has been installed for years at that field, or any other field for 
that matter. He goes on to say that this ticker tape system of obtaining weather 
data is remarkable compared to the old method used and that the field personnel 
Sincerely hope that the powers that be sec fit to appropriate funds for its con- 
timaance when the Guggenheim Fund ccases to do so in June. They feel that the 


outlay for the hook-up is money well spent. ' 
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CROSS-COUNTRY FLIGHT FROM MARCH FIELD,CALIF. 10 SEATTLE, WASH. 


Lieut. Mark D. Steenson, stationed at March Field, Riverside, Calif., re- 
cently made a cross-country flight to Seattle, Wash., and return. His report 
covering this flight is quoted. below, as follows; 

Departed from March Field, 10:10 a.m., March 6th, crossed the Mojave Desert, p 
on through Tehachini Pass, Sierra ivada ‘Muiiitains , to Bakersfield, Calif., lane 
ing at 12:05 p.m. County airport three miles north of Bakersfield in excellent 
condition. Gasoline pump installed by Associated Oil Company on March 10,1929, 
now allows immediate refueling at airport. 

Departed from Pakersfield at 1:00 p.m., heading directly to Pacheco Pass, 
Diablo Range, and then to Crissy Field, San Francisco, landing at 4:15 p.m. 
Meteorological conditions from March Field to Crissy Ficid were excellent. 

Departed from Crissy Field 9:30 a.m., March 7th. Weather reports indicated 
flying conditions fair and imoroving north of Redding, Calif. However, from Red 
Bluffs on into Redding was forced to zero altitude by fog and clouds. Ianded at 
Redding on the Minicipal Airport to refuel. While refucling I called on the U.S§ 
Weather Bureau for a weather report and was informed that flying conditions 
through the Sacramento River Canyon, Syskiyou Mountains, were dangerous. Not 
being familiar with the Canyon, I decided to wait for more favorable conditions F 

..as the southbound Air Mail airplane was forced dorm at the same time at Vollmer:§ 
Ranch, Air Mail emergency field at Bayles, Calif., 35 miles north of Redding,and 
was waiting for the fog to break. I remained at Redding until March 11th, wait- , 
ing for a favorable weather report from Weather Bureau Airways Station, through 
to Medford. ue to the fact that the Air Mail was flying over the clouds, which ff 
were solid, and there being no ceiling, I decided to delay denarture. i 

The mnicival field at. Redding is on high ground, one mile west of town, ani 
will accommodate all types.of airplanes in all kinds of weather. The U.S. Weather 
Bureau Airways Meteorological station will be located on the airport by April 1, 
1929, The City of Redding is preparing to construct a hangar which will accomn- 
date the ordinary service ships. _ j 

Departed from Redding at 9:25 a.m, March llth, with weather conditions ex- fF 
cellent. Forty miles north of Redding, ‘an exhaust rocker arm on my motor broke, 
so I turned back and landed at the Air Mail Emergency Field at Vollmer's Ranch. 
Called Crissy Field by telez shone, requesting replacement rocker arm, which was 
sent me by airplane from that station. Vollmer's Ranch Field is of sufficient 
length to accommodate any airplane, but is narrow and bordered by a high tension 
line and canyon on one side and a fence on the other side. Field is subject to 
strong cross winds due to canyon-drafts. 

Departed from Vollmer's Ranch at 3:45 p.m., March 11th, and arrived at 
Medford, 5:05 p.m., landing at airdrome two miles south of town within fair 
grounds race track. Two cinder runways in good condition will accommodate any 
ships, and diverge from their southern extremities at a 25 degree angle. Standarip 
Oil Company furnishes refueling delivery by track. 

Due to heavy snow storm, did not depart from Medford until 2:45 p.m., March F 
leth. Followed course passing over Grant's Pass, Wolf Creek, Canyonville, Rose- B 
burg, Cottage Grove, and landed at Eugene at 4:25 p.m. Manicipal aiidrome at 
Eugene will accommodate any service ship. Two gravel runways lying north and 
south and northwest and southeast are in good condition, but there is no runway 
provided for landings or take-offs into sou.vneast or northeast winds. Field 
lightly sodded and soft in wet weather. Robi Airways Company located on airdromg 
equipped to furnish refueling services. es! 

Refueled and devarted from Eugene at 4:45 p.m., and took direct course to 
Vancouver, Washington, landing there at 6; 15 p.m. Meteorological conditions fro 
Medford to Vancouver were poor with low ceilings, rain and snow storms, Pearson 
Field, Vancouver, Washington, in excellent condition. 

Departed from Vancouver at 10:40 a.m., March 13th, heading east up Columbia 
River to a point opposite Hood River, Oregon, and then headed north to Yakima, 
Washington, landing there at 12:30 p,m. County Airport lies two miles southwest 
of Yakima. Two leveled runways lying at diverging angles of 30 degrees are of 
sufficient length to accommodate any service ship in prevailing winds. Poor wet 
airdrome. Standard Oil Company furnishes refueling delivery service by truck. 
Arrangements now being contemplated for refueling facilities located on airport. 

Departed from Yakima at 11:00 a.m., March 16, heading northwest to Snoquali- 
nie Pass, Cascade Mountains, landing at Sand Point, Seattle, Washington, at 12: 240 
pem. Weather conditions through Cascades bad with fog, low clouds, solid over- 
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' the heavy storm, and preparations were made for handling the ships at Bolling 


_to the absence of the three-wire mooring device on the Navy airships. This is 


cast eciling, and snow and rain storms. Conditions east and west of Cascades 
were fair. Sand Point Airdrome now beins graded with east half being cut lower 
to eliminate slope from lake shoré on north end, that nortion being unservice- 
able. West half of airdrome sodded. 

Departed from Seattle at 1:15 p.m., heading south to Puyallup, southwest to 
Tenino, and south to Vancouver, landing at 2:55 p.m. Weather flying conditions 
from Seattle to Vancouver were food. 

Departed from Vancouver, Wash., at 8:50 a.m., March 17th, and landed at 
Swan Island Airport, Portland, at 9:00 a.m, to obtain weather revort. Airport 
in excellent condition with cindered runways. 

Departed from Swan Island at 9:25 a.m., and arrived at Eugene, Oregon, 

10:50 a.m. Landed to repair stabilizer control which had jammed. Weather fly- 
ing conditions from Portland to Eugene bad, with low cloud ceiling,fog and rain. 

Departed from Eugene at 12:50 p.m., heading directly to Medford, landing at 
2:30 p.m. Weather flying conditions changing from Eugene to Medford from poor 
to excellent. 

Departed from Medford at 3;00 p.m., heading directly to Crissy Field. , land- 
ing at 6:10 p.m. Weather flying conditions were excellent all the way. 

Departed from Crissy iLield at 9:20 a.m., March 19th, heading directly for 
Bakersfield, landing at 1.:40 p.m. Refucled and departed at 1:45 p.m., landing 
at March Field at 2:30 p.u. 
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OLD BOREAS FURNISHES PLENTY OF EXCITEMENT FOR AIRSHIP MEN 
By the Langley Field Correspondent 












The Airships TC-5 and TC-10, in command of Captain Wm. J. Flood and lst Lieut. 
M.E. McHugo, respectively, 19th Airship Commany, left Langley Field at 9:55 a.m. 
March 4th for Washington, D.C., flying in formation with two Navy airships J-3 
and J-4, in command of Lieuts. Dennet and Tyler, U.S.N. The four ships flew in. 
formation behind the dirigible "Los Angeles" dovm Pennsylvania Aveme during the 
Inaugural Parade and ceremonies, presenting what was described by Mr. Graham 
McNamee, noted radio announcer, as the most awe-inspiring spectacle he had ever 
witnessed. 

During the Inaugural Parade a heavy rainstorm developed over Washington, { 
causing all aircraft participating in the Aerial Review to return to Bolling ; 
Field, where the ships were landed, refueled, and made ready for the return 
flight to Langley Field. The two Navy airships put in at the Naval Air Station, 
Anacostia, while the "Los Angeles" returned to Lakchurst, N.J. It soon became 
apparent, however, that the ships vould not be able to make their way back thru 
















Field over night. 

An emergency crew vas called ovt and the TC-8 was moored to a truck, the 
TC-10 being moored to a block with the three-wire mooring device used on all 
Army airships. Everything went all right on the night of the 4th, the crews 
being able to keep the ships on the ground, and on the morning of the Sth Capt. 
Flood took off for Langley Field in the TC-5. After fighting the winds and fog 
for half an hour he returned to Bolling Field. At 1:30 p.m., both Arny airships 
took off, the TC-10 heading for Langley Field and the TC-5 for Phillips Field, 
Mé. Again the TC-10 was forced to return +» Bolling Field by the high. winds, out 
the TC-5, after a landing near Baltimore, Md., proceeded on to: Faklige Field 
and was housed in the Airshin hangar at that place. 

During the night of the 5th the storm increased penuh. and for a while it ; 
seemed that the old cruiser TC-10 was doomed. With the careful maneuvering of i 
the experienced crew and the cooperation of the emergency ground crew at Bolling i 
Field, however, the ship was brought through the crisis and returned to Langley 
Field at 10:15 a.m. on March 6th. Much credit is due the crews of the two Army 
airships , as well as the ground crew at Bolling Field, for the most efficient 
manner in which they handled a very difficult situation. 

An idea of the ferocity of the storm is readily seen in that both of the 
Navy airships, J-3 and J-4, were totally lost, this being to a great extent cue 














the severest test the three-wire mooring device has received to date, the wind 
at times reaching a velocity of 60 miles ver hour. At 4:10 p.m. on the 6ta, 
Captain Flood in the TC-5 made an attempt to return to Langley Field. Encounter- 
ing high head winds, he decided to put in at Lakehurst, and after landing for 
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refueling at Bolling Ficld, nroceeced to Lakehurst Naval Air Station and was 
housed in the hangar at 2:40 p.m., March 7th. 
; ---000--- 


ANOTHER CANDIDATS INITIATED IN DUMBBELL CLUB 


The Crissy Field Corresondent reports that 2nd Lieut. Wentworth Goss, the 
intrepid Inginecring Officer of the Observation Squadron at that field, landed 
an amphibian plane on land recently with the wheels up. Goss's pride really 
suffered more from the mishan than the emphibian for, strange to say,i the old 
duck skidded in to a ynerfcect landing vith no more damage being done than to rub 
the paint off its tummy. Goss is now a troken man, poor old fellow, and is 
looking for some other unfortunate to whom he can »ass on the "dumbbell 1" trophy, 

---000--- 


FALSE ALARM STIRS UP SOME EXCITE: ENT 


An interesting flight was made by Captain 17.C. Ocker and 2nd Lieut. Donald 
R.. Lyon in two 02-H's froia Crissy Field the other day. Word was received at the 
field that the north ddunc Vestern Air's tri-motored Fokker with a full load of 
passengers aboard was otserved to be flying towards Oakland mimas one wheel. The 
two Crissy plenes, equinped with blackboard messages instructing the pilot to 
follow then, were sent ovt to find the ship and escort it to Crissy Fielca,where 
the Coast Guard were on the alert to pick uo the passengers after landing in the 
water opposite that station. 

Captain Ocker picked the plane. up ‘at Sati Jose and found the report to be a 
false alarm, but came back with an amusing story of how the passengers in the 
Fokker waved handkerchiefs at him, believing undoubtedly that he was some hot 
viloat atterpting a formation with the big plane. Everyone was much relieved 
‘when the report turned out to be untrue. 

---000--- 


NOTED WRITER SERVES ACTIVE DUTY TOUR AT LANGLEY FIELD © 


Captain Sarmel Taylor Moore, noted writer, recently completed ‘a two weeks! 
tour of active <uty at Langley Field, Va. During the war Captain Moore served 
in the lighter-than-air branch of the Air ‘ight and he has made it a voint to 
come into active duty for two weeks with the Army cach year in order to keep in 
touch with the service. One of the foremos 4 writers on aviation and popular 
science stories in America, Ceptain Moore's articles and fiction stories have ap- 
peared in the best magazines of the country. He lives in Greenwich Village in 
New York City, and turns. out gbout 10,000 words of fiction a week. In-.addition 
to this, he has been working unon a biogranhy of. Hetty Green which will soon be 
completed. He has spent considerable tine in Europe during the past yea gather- 
ing material for this book 

While on active duty an Langley Field, Captain Moore spent his time with the 
Lighter-than-Air Section, where he enjoyed talking over old. times’ and-no doubt 
obtained ideas for new stories. 

-~--000--- 


LANGLEY FIELD MEN FEED ON REINDEER MEAT 


A representative of the Lomen Reindeer Corporation, named Mr. Posternock, 
-recently visited among the organizations of Langley Field, Va.,; praising the 
virtues of reindeer meat. He had a conference with. mess sergeants in the mess 
hall of the 58th Service Squadron, where some of the meat was cooked and passed 
around among the sergeants. Everybody who sampled. this meat liked it, and the 
result was that 17 sample carcasses were ordered. ‘The meat will- come down from 
New York by boat in the frozen condition and will be delivered. to the post imme- 
diately. | 

It seems that the Government is getting overstocked on réindeer. in Alaska, 
_ due to the protection laws. which have been in effect for many years, but the time 
has now come when the reindeer can be thinned out to. the extent of nine million 
pounds a year and still leave enough’ peter ‘animals for Sarita Claus to pick from 
at. Gertenes time, Fae wile 
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PROMOTION LEGISLATION 


With the onening of the first session of the 7lst Congress, Representative 
M..J. Maas, of Minnesota, introduced in the House of Renresentatives on April 


15th @ Bill (E.R. 231) to increase the efficiency of the Air Corps. 


- This Bill provides that a separate Air Corps promotion list be prepared to 


embrace the namcs of all officers of the Air Corns of the Regular Army telow the 
“grade of colonel, and that these namcs shall be arranged in the same relative or- 


Ger as they are on the Army promotion list. Air Corns flyins officers shall be 
yromoted after years of commissioned service, as follows: to lst “eutenant, 3 
years; to Captain, 7 years; to Major, 12 years; to Lieut.-Coloncl, 20 years; to 
Colonel, 26 years. All flying officers of the Air Coros telow the grade of 
Colonel shall be »romoted in the order of their stending on the Air Corps »nromo- 
tion list. Non-flying officers of the ‘ir Corms shall be »nromoted as »nrovided 
for other branches of ‘the Army. 

Tae number of Air Corns officers in the crade of Colonel shall not be less 
than 4 nor more than 6 »nercentum, and the number of Licut.-Colonels not less than 
5 nor more than 8 vercentum of the total number of officers on the Air Corns pro- 
motion list. The awcrecate number of Air Corns officers in the graces of Coloncl 
Licut.-Colonel anc Major shall not be less than 26 nercentum nor more than 40 
vercentum of the total number of officcrs on the Air Corps nromotion list, and in 
so far only as their promotion will not cause said miximim norcentaces to be ex- 
ecedea shall officers “ho have cormleted the pres crived years of cormissioned 
service be promoted to the grades of Colonel, Lieut.-Colonel and Mejor. In so 
far as necessary to maintain the minirmm »ercentage of field officers, Air Corns 
flying officers of less than the required years of commissioned service shall 
be »romoted to the grades of Colonel, Lieut.-Colonel and Major. 

When an officer of the Air Corns has served 30 years either as an officer or 
soldier he shall, if he makes apnlication therefor to the Presicent, be retired 
from active service and placed on the retired list. Except in time of war, in 
cormuting: the lencth of service for retirement, credit shall te given for one and 
one-half the time heretofore or hereafter actually detailed to duty involving 
flying, and credit shall also be given for all other time nov counted toward re- 
tirement in the Army. The nunter of such voluntary retirements animally shall 
not excceea 6 percentun of the authorized strength of the Air Corps. When a fly- 
ing officer of the Air Corps reaches the age of 54 years he shall, if he makes 
apnlication therefor to the President, be retired from active service and placed 
on the retired list. Officers of the Air Corps who become physically dcisquali- 
fied for the performance of their duties as flying officers sHAll be eligible for 
retirement for physical disability. 

Senator Reed, on April 18th, introduced in the Senate a Bill (3. 4) to regu- 
late promotion in the Army, and for other purposes. Section 5 of this bill reads 
as follows; 

"That the Secretary of War shall cause to be nrenared a list of all flying 
officers of the Air Corms of the Recular Army. ‘The names on this list shall be 
arranged in the same relative order that they now have on the Army promotion 
list, and no officer whose name apnears on such list of flyins officers of the 
Air Corps shall be considered as having less commissioned service than any offi- 
cer whose name is below his on this list. All flying officers cormissioned in 
the Air Corns after the formation of the original list of flying officers of the 
Air Corps shall be placed thereon in accordance with lenzth of commissioned ser- 
vice. <Any officer vhose nosition on the list of flying officers of the Air Corps 
is changed by sentence of a general court-martial or by law shall be deemed to 
have the same commissioned service as the officer next below hom he may be 
placed by such change. 

All flying officers of the Air Corns below the grade of colonel shall be 
promoted in the order of their standing on the list of flying officers of the 
Air Corps and, excent as otherwise in this section nrovided, shall be romoted 
to the grade of first lieutenant rhen credited vith three years' commissioned 
Service; to the grade of cantain when credited with seven years!’ commissioned 
Service; to the grade of major when credited with twelve years' commissioned 
service; to the grade of licutenant colonel vhen credited with twenty years! 
commissioned service; to the grade of colene] when credited with twenty-six 
years' commissioned service: Provided, That the mimber of flying officers of 
the, Air Corps in the grade of colonel shell not be less than 4 per centum nor 
more than 6 per centum, and the munber in the grade of lieutenant colonel shall 
not be less than 5 per gentwi nor more than 8 per centum, and the aggrecate num 

ai fi- y-5885, A.C. 














ber in the grades of colonel, lieutenant colonel and major. shall not be les 

than 26 per centum nor more than 40 ner ceontum of the total mumbor of fine of- 
ficers of the Air Corps, and in so far as necessary to maintain said minimun 
percentazes, flying officers of the Air Corps of less than the required years of 
commissioned service shall be yromoted to the grades of colonel, lieutenant 
colonel and major, ani ouly in so far as their »romotion will not cause said 
maxim: nercentuges to be exceeded shall officers who have cormleted the pre- 
Scribed ycars of cormissionec i vice be promoted to the grades of colonel, 
lieutenant colonel, and major.' 

section 4 »rovides that the nercentages ynrescribed in the foregoing sec- 
tions of this Act shall te commuted on the effective date thereof and thereafter 
ou July lst of cach year. 

In so far as other branches of the Army are concerned, not including the 
Metical Department, chaplains and professors, officers in the c¢rades of second 
licutenant, first lieutenant, cantain, major and lieutenant colonel shall be 
nromoted to the resnective next hicher grade when they are credited with three, 
teu, fifteen, twenty and tycnty-six years of service, respectively. 

Provision for the retirement of flying officers of the Air Corps is pro- 
vided in terns idontical with those embodied in the Maas Bill. 

--~-000--- 


IMPROVENENT OF FLYING FIELD AT CAMP NICHOLS, P.I. 


Carm Nichols, Rizal, P.I., will soon boast of a flying field that will do 
credit to any airdrome. The fiold is in vrocess of being enlarged both to the 
north and south. Plans are under way to fill the low land at the cast part of 
the ficld. At the prosent time all areas dangerous for landings are marked by 
brilliant yellow tetrahedrons about a foot and a half high. 

meters, | Gg \——— 


oIR CORPS PARTICIPATES IN: MANILA CARNIVAL 


The Air Corps loanec their assistance to heln make Manila, s 929 Carnival a 
, a + iis ond " : Fe i 10) ? Rnoe. 

success On several days there were forrations of all typés Ut he Army pos- 
sesses in the Philimnines. The Navy also flo~ formations. The Air Corps ex- 
hibit drew :mch attention. This exhibit was in charge of Lieut. George Goddard, 
Air Corps, and it comprised a very fine assortment of photographs of different 
parts of the Islands. There were also model planes, parachutes, motors and 
other subjects of interest. 


643000--- 
ACTIVITIES OF THE @8th OBSERVATION SQUADRON 


Under the comand of Major Lewis H. Brereton, the 88th Observation Squadron, 
reorganized in June of last year, is functioning smoothly in its work with the 
Ficld artillery School at Fort Sill, Okla. Although somevhat handicapped by a 
shortage of planes, cue to a fire in January which destroyed four 02-H's, all 
missions with the School are being: performed as per schedule. In addition to 
daytime work, night adjustment of artill lery fire by means of flares is bdeing 
carried on. 

Besides Major Brereton, the 88th has 13 nilots at present, viz: lst Lieuts. 
T.L. Gilbert, E.K. Baisley, Wm. BE. Bleakley, 7.R. Reed, 2nd Lieuts. C.W.Cousland, 
G.V¥. Holloman, K.P. McNaughton, H.J. Platequal, B.D: Fator, J.V. McCauley and 
2.I. Dugan. The other two are enlisted pilots, Tech. Sergeant C. F. Colby and 
Staff Sergeant W.S. Rosenberger. Lieuts. Bleakley, Reed, McCauley and Dugan are 
Air Corps Reserve officers on extended active duty. 

---000-~- 


GRADUATES FROM AIR CORPS TECHIICAL SCHOOL 


A total of 35 enlisted men graduated from various courses of instruction, 
tmght at the Air Corps Technical Sci nool,, Chanute Field, Rantoul, I1l., during 
the latter part of March. These craciates are, vithout exception, extrenely 
beneficial to any organization to vnich they are assi:med. Thirteen men gradu- 
ated from the Aircraft Armorers course on March ecend; 10 from the Radio Mechan- 
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ics and Onerators course, March 22nd, and 12 from the Crer Chiefs course on 
March 29th, viz: 

Aircraft jArmorers 
Ist Sst. Steve Stanovich, 19th Airshin Cormany, Langley Field, Va. 
Serzeant Earl TW. Castlemaine, 96th Sombardment Squadron, Langley Field, Va. 
Pvt. lst Cl. Ian A. Mackellar, 15th Observation Sqdan., Selfridge Field, Mich. 
Private Angelo Milano, 15th Observation Squadron, Selfridze Field, Mich. 
Private Tilliam C. Milligan, 165th Observation Sqdn., Marshall Field, Kansas. 
private Jim Stockard, 8th ittack Squadron, Fort Crockett, Texas. 
Private Michael Yankovich, 96th Bombardment Sqdn., Lan eley Field, Va. 
Tech. Sgt. Baward G. Meckel, 1Oith Obs. Sqdn. Meryland } Tational Guard 
Master Sct. Elmer Walder, 106th Obs. Sqdn., Alabama National Guarda. 
Private Lorran S. Daly, Unassigned. 
Private Clarence E. Hackathorn, Unassigned. 
Private tim. A. Johnson, Unassisned. 
private Ira D. Slater, Unassigned. 

The four unassigned enlisted men will be assigned to stations, one each at 
srooks Field, Texas; Panama Canal Department; March Field, Calif.; ana Detcah- 
ment, cond Obs. Squadron, Fort Bragg, N.C. 

gadio Mechanics and Onerators 
Staff Sct. Sarmel Baron, O9th School Squadron, Kelly Field, Texas. 
Corporal Charles M. Cox, dlst School Squadron, Brooks Field, Toxas. 
Pvt. Sol. Sth Cl. Dugene Pournelle, llth School Groun Hars., Srooks Field, Texas 
Private Marvin 7. Hogs, 16th Obs. Squadron, Marshall Field, Fort Riley, Kansas. 
Private Theodore E, Atz, Unassigned. 
Private Terris W. Fitzpatrick, Unassigned. 
Private Drvight L. Kermer, Unassigned. 
Private Harry E. Rinehart, Unassigned. 
Private Walter BE. Tyler, Unassigned. 
Private Vira. 3. Verhillion, Unassigned. 

These six unassigned men will be assicned to stations, one each at Mitchel 
Ficld, N.Y.; Philinnine Department; Tanama Canal Devartment; Maxwell Field, Ala.; 
Kelly Field, Texas; Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas. 

Crew; Chiefs 
Staff Sct. George 2. Boston, A.C.T.S. Det., Chamte Field, Ill. 
Corporal A.M. 2d Cl. Wilson F. Moul, 96th Bomb. Sqdn., Langley Field, Va. 
Cornoral Paul F. Starkey, 51st School Squadron, Brooks Field, Texas. 
Pvt. lst Cl. Gerald F. Fuchs, “8th School Squadron, Kelly Fiela, Texas. 
Pvt. lst Cl. Fred Sanford, 96th Bomb. Sqdn., Langley Field, Va. 
Pvt. Sp. 6th Cl. Maurice L. Dyer, A.C.71.8. Det., Chamte Field, Ill]. 
Pvt. Fred F. Frey, A.C.7.S. Det., Chanute Field, Ill. 
Private Elmer H. Anderson, Unassigned. 
Private Charles F. Harrison, Unassigned. 
Private Paul M. Langlands, Unassigned. 
rrivate Virgil Neal, Unassigned. 
Private Philip M. Peyran, Unassigned. 

Four of the unassigned graduates will be assigned - two at Kelly Field, 
Texas; one at Fort Crockett, Galveston, Teras, and one at Selfridge Field, Mich. 
Two graduates of the above class were recommended for an additional course in 
parachute rigging, and will start with the Parachute Class cormencing on May 6th. 

---000--- 








LANGLEY FIELD IS BASE FOR ANTI-A FT TESTS 


Once again the big anti-aircraft batteries of Fort Story, Va., bark into the 
midnight sky as airplanes towing targets dodge through the searchlights. A de- 
tachment from Mitchel Field, N.Y., ti Cant. F.M. Erady and Lieut. John Case 
are operating out of Langley Field with the Fort Story batteries. A regiment 
from Fort Totten, N.Y., is on temporary duty also at Story. The airplanes from 
Mitchel Field are kept in the hangars of the 58th Service Squadron, Langley 
Field, but that squadron brought their own mechanics along for servicing. 

In addition to firing at towed targets, the Fort Story persoanel try to nick 
up airplanes at night with searchlights - Six huge searchlights are trained upon 
a@ certain area through which the Gi:plene mist pass, and it is not often that an 
airplane can run through the narrow gateway in the sky without getting picked up 
by one of the lights. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFACTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


Chanzes of Station: Wasor John, Curry from daty as student, Command and 
General Staff School, to quty: as instructor, General Service Schools, Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas. Poe 

Major Wm. ¢. McChord,: apen coupletion of present course of instruction at 
Army Var College, to Fort Teavenwoi ‘th, Kansas, not later than August l, 1925, 
for duty as Instructr-at. Genetial Service Schools. 

Major Daveimort Johason,..uw»0on completion present course of instruction at 
Army War College , to duty in Office Chief of Air Corns, Washington. 

Lieut.-Col. Henry C. Pratt, Mitchel Field, N.Y., to Rawaiian Department, 
Sailing from New York about duly 25, 1929. 

Lieut.-Col. James A. Mars, Saa Antonio Air Denot, Duncan Field, Texas, to 
Panama Canal Department, sailing fron ‘New York about July 11, 1929. 

Major John D. Reardan, upon ‘reliéf from Gaty as student at Air Corps 
Tactical School, Langley Field, Ye., to Wright Pield, Ohio, Materiel Uivision. 

Following officers, rron completion of tour of service in Hawaii, to pro- 
ceed to stations indicats. Lieut.-Col. John H. Howard to Mitchel Field, N.Y.; 
lst Lieut. Frank M. Paul vo Mexwell Field, Ala. ; lst Lieut. Harold 2. Rivers to 
Chamite Field, Rantoul, Lid: 

Captain Laurence F. Stone, Lakehurst, “Nid., to Walter oer Seneues. Hospital, 
Washington, D.C., for observation and peongereede 

Captain Walter F, Kraus, Office Chief of Air Corps, Was wheebae: to Crissy 
Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif., effective about August 20, 1929. 

Captain Vm. E. Lynd, Kelly Field, Texas, to Army and sated General Hospital, 
Hot Springs, «rk., for observation end treatment. 

Captain toss F, Cole, upon exniration course of instruction Air Corps. Tac- 
tical School, Langley Field, Va., ‘to Marshall Field, Fort say Kansas. 

lst Lieut’. Jo Laird, Jr., Wright Field, and Stewart W. Towle, Jr., 
Chamte Field, to Hawaiian Department, Sailing from New “York Jan 1e 25, “we 

Captain Arthur Z. Simonin, France Ficld, Panama, to Mitchel Field, N.Y. 

lst Lieut. derick von H,. Kimble, Merch Field, to OCAC, tichiaghon: 0.0. 
for duty in Office of Assistant Secretary of War. tis Fe 

1st Lieut. Norman D. Brophy; San Antonio Air Depot, Duncan piel, Texas., 
to Langley Field, Va., not later than July 9, 1929. alkane Ave Se 
lst Lieut. Ronald A. Hicks, from duty with Grpenare seinen en York 
City, to Bolling Field, D.C. ; 
lst Lieut. Kenneth N. Walker, student at Air Corps Tactical. School: ‘Tangley 
Field, to report to Commandant of that School for cuty as Instractor. | 

lst Lieut. John F. Whiteley, Kelly Field, Texas, to Fort Crocke tt, Texas. 

lst Licut. John V. Hart, Chanute Field, I11., to March Field, Calif. . 

1st Lieut. Charles E. Thoras, Rockwell Air Depot, to San Antonio Air Depot. 

lst Lieut. Robert V. Ignico, San Antonio Air Depot, to Langley Field, Ve. 
ist Lieut. Alfred 4. Kesslor, dr., from Air Corps Engineering School, 
Dayton, 0., to duty at United States Military Academy, West Point, N.Y. 
2nd Lieit: Minton W. Kaye, Crissy Field, to March Field, Calif. 
end Lieut. Leslie A. Skinner, Langley Field, to Philipnines, sailing from 
- New York about August 20, 1929. 

2nd Lieut. Hansford W. Pennington, Fort Crockett, to Kelly Field, Texas. 

end Lieut. Milton MN. Torner, Fort Sam JJouston, Texas, to Air Corps Training 
Center, Dancan Field, Texas, for duty as instructor. 

Orders Revoked; Transfer of lst Lieut. Edwin R. Page, Wright Field, to 
the Philippines ; transfer of lst Lieut. Isaiah Davies, Richards Field, Kansas 

City, Mo., to Bolling Field, D.C.; transfer of lst Lieut. Cornelius J. Kenney, 
March Field, to’Richards Field, Kansas City, Mo. 
. Promotions: lst Lieut. Walter H. Reid to Captain, rank from April 3, 1929. 
lst Lieut. John B. Patrick to Captain, rank from April 3, 1929. 
ist Lieut. John Y. York to Captain, ran from March 30, 1929. 
ist Lieut. Claire L. Chennault to Captain, rank from April 12, 1929. 
end Lieut. *Uzal G, Ent ta lst Lieutenant, rank from April 12, 1929. 
Retirementéi<c“1lst Lieut. Carl-H. Barrett, incapacitated for active duty. 
Resignation: “1st, Licut.. Robert Lyle Brookings. 
Reserve Officers detailed to extended active duty: lst Lieut. Edwin S. 
“Delaplane , Jr., to June 30,.1930, 
P end Lieut. Harry Nixon Harper, Morrow, 0., to Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, to 
April 14, 1930, 
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lst Lieut. Melville C. Robinsons extended:to June 30, 1930. 
2nd Lieut. won P. Wrisht, Dallas; Texas, to Selfridze Field to 4-14-30. 
Detailed to Air Corps, and to Brooks Fickd, July 1, 1929, for training: 
pnd Licut., ~ohort G. Love, Cavalry ,. Q@nd Lieut. George P. O'Neil, Inf. 

Ast Hicut. Donnla s. vee 

welieved from Detail to Air Corps: end Lieut. Wn. EH. Hennig, to duty 

in Haraiian eres with Coast Artillery. 
a 








CHANGE IN ASSIGNMENT OF AIR .cORS GENERAL OFFICERS 


Under the »rovisions of Special Orders, No. 82, Tar Devartment, April 9, 
1929, Srigadicr Goneral Sonjamin D. Foulois, assistant to’ the Chief of the Air 
Corps, is relieved from further assigmsent and duty in the office of the Chief 
of the Air Corps, Washington, D.C., effective June 1, 1929, and will proceed 
ywnon cxpiration of such leave of absence as may be granted him, and not later 
than June 30, 1929, to Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, renortins by letter to the 
Chief of the air Corps for duty as chief of the matoricl division. 

srigadier General Villiam IE. Gillmore, assistant to the Chief of the Air 
Corps, is relieved from further assignment and duty as chief of the materiel 
division, Wright Field,: Dayton, Ohio, and will nroceed to Yashington, D.C., and 
renort in person'to the Chief of Air Corps not later. than June 50, 1929, for 
daty in his office. 

is eee 


ATR COueS OFFICERS DUTAILED As sr UDENTS AT COMMAND AND STAFF SCHOOL 


The bebe deviseond Air Corps officers were designated as students at the 
Cormmand and General Staff.School,' Ft. Leavenvorth, Kansas, for the 1929-1931 


' ecourse and directe2 to renort to the Commandant not’ Tater than August $1, 1929: 


Mejor Vincent 5. Dixon - Major Frank D. Lackland 
Major George H. Peabody _ Major Jacob H. Qudolph | 
Ceptsin Richard H. Ballard Cantain Francis M. Srady 


Captain Carl . Connell Captain Asa 1. Duncan 
Cantain Laurence F. Stone ies 
Tith the exceytion of Captains Drady and Stone, all of the above-named 


-offieers are at the present time on duty as students at tho Air Corps Tactical 


School, Langley Field, Va. Cantain Stone is on duty as instructor at this 


‘School, while Cantain Srady is stationed at ‘Mitchel Field, 3. f. 


; -~-000--- 
DAYLIGHT FLIGHTS WASHINGTON TO HAVANA, CUDA, AND AETULN 


Cantain Walter F,. Kraus and lst Lieut. John @. Upston, on duty in the 
Office Chief of Air Corps, YWashinction, just complete’ an air journey in a Curtis: 
Q-15 Observation plane from Solliny; Ficld, D.C., to Havana, Cuba, and return; 
‘the trio involving a. total: distance of ayoroxinately 2500 niles. 

The south bound triy, made on April 18th, vas acco plished in ah elagsed 
time of 13 hours and 25 mimtes. The airmen left Bolling Field at 4:20 a.n., 
arrivin; at Charleston, S.C., at 8:36 a.m.;. Miami, Fla. at 2:40 ».m., and 
Havana, Cuba at 5; G5 pom. A ‘stop of 54 minutes was made at Rarieston and 50 
mim.tes at Miami. ' 

The return trip from Havana to Washincton. WAS made in exactly 11 hours, 
the take-off being made at 7;00 a.m., April 2lst, and the landing at Solling 
Field at 6:00 p.m. that day. Only one intermediate stop was made on this trip, 

the airzen landing at. Jacksonville, Fla., at 11:50 a.n ie, and taking off 50 
mimites later. A violent. storm overtook the flyers when within about 40 miles 
of Washington and forced then to deviate. sonovhat from their course in order to 
fly around it. : 

The object of the trip ‘to Cuba was to inspect the work of the Air Cong 
Mission now assigned to that country, consisting of Captain Rosenham Bean,.. 
Lieuts. James M. Gillesxie and Jack C. Hodgson. oth the south and northbound 
trips involved a flicht over water for a distance of annroximately 111 miles. 

Landing at the Cuban capital was m*ce at Cano Columbia, a larve airdrome 
used by the Cuban Air Corps, on which verious improvements are being effected 
which will tend to make it an ideal flying field. 
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NOTES FROM AIR CORPS FIELDS 
~--000--- 


March Field, Riverside, Orlif., April Sth. 





The recent arrivels of commissioned per sonnel et March Field include 
the following named officers: 

lst Lieut. Penj. B. Cassidoy - Licut. John E. Bodle 

° 4 Jonn.G. Williams... — " wm. %. Doolittle 
Harlan T. McCormick eine John R. Hawkins 

Dale D. Fisher noon Oscar F. Carlson 
Phas 0 3 wee 263, a8~ t ward J. Davies 

With the exception of Lieut. Cassidey, these officers are all assigned to 
the Department of Flying as. flying:instructors. Lieut. Cassidsy was assigned 
to the Deoartment of Ground. Instruction and is now teaching’ Aerial Navigation. 

Major M.F. Harmon, Air Corns, ‘laccompanied by Mejor C.L.Chase, Medical 
Corps, left the Post.via.airplene:.on Merch 30th, to attend a conferenps at the 
Training Center, Duncen Field, Sen Antonio, Texas. 

The uoper clrss. of. Flying Cadets términated. their. fifth month of instruc- 
tion at the school, and are making’ satisfa actory progress ‘in the flying of DH's 
and the few Douglas 02's. The majority of the lower class, which commenced 
training March Ist, are row on the solo stage. The March Class has blossomed 
forth in the new regulation blue uniform prescribed for flying cadets. While 
it is an improvement over the old 0.D. uniform, it is felt that it ‘Still leaves 
mach to be Cesired. . The. upper class will continue to wear the old uniform 
while at this fie? id. 

The new hangars are now completed, “and are housing the airplanes which 
were formerly ‘sheltered in the. old wooden: wir- time hangers. It is expected 
that the officers! quarters ,. Which- ‘arc ‘now practicelly finished, will be ready 
for occupancy by +he first pert of June. 

A few weeks Ag0 ," Capt. Keesling was passing around the cigare. No. it 
Was not an ircrease in family, hut.increase’in rank. 

March Field's chempionship: basketball: team left for Crissy Field, March 
4th, to take part in the Ninth Corps Area backet ball. tournament at the Pres- 
idio of San Francisco. The trip was uneventful except for the fact that Lieut. 
Frederick V.H.Kimbie, who piloted the Fokker C-2 ioaded’ with the team and its 
trainers, ran into thick weather in. the vicinity of San Francisco. Some of 
the players had never been in the air beforc, so naturelly the trip was quite 
a sensation to them. The team wes eccompenied ty Lieut. D.M. Allison, the 
Post Athletic Officer, and while at the pres pate. wes quartered with the 91st 
Observation Squadron at Crissy Field. —- 

In the first game on the night of Merch 6th, with Crissy, Field, who “had 
Won the Championship of the Presidio, Maréh Pield had little trouble disposing 
of them by the score of 30-15. In the secovwd.geme, March 8th, with the piace 
io of Monterey, somewhat stiffer compe tition was’ inffered, but March Field fi- 
nally came through with a 33-29 victory. On'‘the following night, the 30th 
Infantry, last year's Carps Area Champions, were ‘taken into camp 27-24. On 
Monday night, March 11th, Corps Area Headquarters was token down the line by 
a score of 40-20. ‘Corps Area was handica;ied-because their star and.center 
had been barred from further competition in the tournament play. On Wednesday 
night, the 13th, cere the test. Fort Scott and March Field, the only unde- 
feated teams left in the tournament, were scheduled for the first geme of the 
evening. Fort Scott trimmed us ene night, 38-25, but the score does not be- 
gin to tell the: story of the geme...It was one. of those gomes where a lot of- 
hard, clean iplaying is catedanee: by both. teams.. -Fért Scott was. the . best team 
on the floor that night, but they did not -win without a tattle. -In.the last 
games of the ‘tiournament on the 18th, March Field defeated Letterman General. 
Hospital, and: established the high score of the tournament, 59-18. 

March Field's line wp included the, following players at their positions: 
Graw, center; Hansen, forward; Cole, Captain; and forward; Hill,:guard} Alli- | 
son, guard; Lash, forwerd; Goldberg, guard; Arnold,‘ guard, Hansen and ‘Cole 
formed a mean scoring combindtion, while Graw played'a mar rvelous game at 
center. Hill. was by: far ‘the outstanding floor guerd in the tournament’. Ar-- 
nold, in addition te taking his turn at guard, substituted at center for Graw 
and played some very good’ ba sketball. Lash, a newcomer, got into two or 
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three games and showed a lot of promise for next year. Goldberg, a football 
player, naturally was a tower of strength on defense. Allison, a former Uni- 
versity of Seorgia guard, olayed a consistent came and contributed to the vic- 
tories quite frequently by his accurate and consistent long meataed from near 
center. 

All teams in the Ninth Coros Arce are hereby given warning that next year 
March Field expects to make a much better showing on the floor then this year's 
team. : 

The official opening of the hsseball season occurred on the afternoon of 
March 26th, when the Sdérd School Squedron trimmed the 70th Service Squadron, in 
a very uninteresting game, to the tune of 11-1. 

There are five teams entered in the Post Leasue, the 47th, 53rd, 54th, 
70th and Hesdquarters Squadrons. The 54th, last veer's chamoions, and the 53ré 
look to be rivels again, when the final tabulations sare to-be. made. 

Several pleyers of verying ability reported to this station recently, and 
some new faces have already been seen on some of the teoms. Hild, the 53rd's 
new short stop,looks like a million et his post. ee hh 

Lieut. Dixon M. Allison, Post Athletic Officer, has, in addition to his 
other dutics, the destiny of the 54th teem in hand, and he reports that they 
look very good. He srys he has four pitchers, all of about the same quality, 
in Baliard, Tevis, McT lhenny and Arnold. Stoponski, 54th's mainstay.on the 
slab last year, wes shifted to the inficld. 

There scems to be lots of materiel for » Post team this year with all the 
new men who arrived recently. Lieut. Allison strtes that the Post team will go 
to Presidio of San Frencisco to olay three or four games at that station prior 
to the Corps Ares Tournament. There are also the ennual gemes with the Naval 

Training Station. at North Island, San Diego and ot March Field. The Navy 
- trimmed March Field last yerr three gemes out of four, but their: teem was split 
up this spring when the fleet. took a number of their players. 

A very successful serson is looked forward to by all the seueioes teams, 
and onaialtaed the Post teams. 


Poirfield Air Dépat, Feirfield, Ohio, March 28th. 





Fairfield Air Depot will be the scene of considerable activity from May 
15th to May 25th when demonstrations and maneuvers of the following units will 
be held on the field: Second Bombardment Group, 95th Pursuit Squadron, Advan- 
ced Flying School, and the 15th and 16th ‘Observetion Squadrons, Third Attack 
Group and the Ninth Observation Group. These units will represent about 100 
plenes with 151 pilots ond observers. In addition, there will be the Army 
Steff of about 40 officers and 134 Air Corps enlisted men and about 175 visitors. 

After the cold and snow of winter, with the Golf Course looking rather 
dreary, along comes a few warm dsys and the whole Post is now covered with a 
carpet of green. The formal opening of the golf season at Fairfield is sched- 

uled' for March. 3let, when a blind togey tournament will be held for all mem- 
bers at 1:30 P.M. .There will be a total of thirteen prizes awarded in the 
order of low net scores. This tournament will be played over the new nine- 
hole course reccntly laid out. It is expected that a large number of our play- 
ers here will enter this golf tournament because in the memorandum to all mem- 
bers there is the following heartening sentence: "There will be no entrance 
fee for this tournament". 

Capt. Edward Laughlin, who is ‘temporarily in command at this Post, and Lt. 
Perry of the Reserves made a cross-country trip on March 9th, visiting the Com- 
manding Officers at, Schoen and Bowmen Fields. 

The Engincering Depertment of this Ficld sent a truck to Hagerstowm, Ind4., 
to bring back and repair a Douglas 02. Sgt. Swisher, pilot of this ship, had 
to come-down at thet place on account of weather, and teking off in a soft 
‘field;-he nosed over and: the ship wes damaged. The Sergeant was uninjured. 

Lit. Skance, Instructor of the Minnesota Netional Guard, ferried an 0-11 


"airplane. to Fairfield: Air Depot for. overhaul] and réessignment to some other 


unit:.of the National Guard. Lt. Skance returned to Minnesota by train. 
ae ‘Lt. Hewitt, Instructor of the National Guerd at Little Rock, Arkansas, ac- 
Companied by Lt. Schumate, arrived at this s Sebi by train and took back an 
02-C and a PT, which were overhauled by the Engineering Department. 
On March 27th at 6:00 P.M., three bombers in charge of Capt.Hale of the 
‘= 157 - ~ V-5886,A.C. 

















ffice, Chief of the Air Corps, arrived rere en route for Bismark, N.Dakota, 
wnere they expect to assist in bombing loose the ice jom in that vicinity. 
On thet evening, on cngine was pullka from one of the bombers and another one 
installed at once, the bemoers toking off early the next dey for their destin- 
ation. . 
end Lt. Hervey, with Set. Rhoades of Scliridge Field, in taking an over- 
hauled Douglas O02-C bee to Selfridge on March 14th, were. forced down at Perry- 
burg, Ohio, on acccunt of weather and the ship wes injured to the extent that 
it beceme necessary to return it to Feirfield for repair. 

The Assistant. Secretary of War Nurley arrived todry, March 28, 1929, en 
route to-Rock Island Arsenal. He was cleared on the morning of the 29th for 
South Bend, Inc. : caf 

Lieut. anc Mrs. Greenslade entertained at their quarters on the evening 
of the 26th. Among the guests were Assistent Sccretary of Wer Yurley, Major 
and Mrs. Fickel and Capt. and Mrs. Leughlin. After.a very delightful dinrer, 
bridge was plaved, Yrs. Laughlin and Lieut. 4sp winning first prize. The 
second prizes were kept in one family, being won by Major and Mre. Jones. 





migley Viel, Virginia, March 25th. 


> (Twentieth Bombardier nt €quadron, by Lt.M.M.Burnside ,A.C.: Lt. Blaufuss 

returned to tris. stotion, March léth, after being forced to remain in Mitchel 
Field, N.Y., for e week, due to feilure of the engine onthe transnert to func- 
tion vreperly, necessitating a forced lending 

Lieuts. Hammond, Daly, Yall, Yi.-zsins and Greter left this field in 9-11's 
and-A-3's on March 17, with instructions to report to the Commanding Officer 
of Maxwell Field, Ale., for duty ain connection with relief work conducted in 
that area. An. LB-5-A plane of this orgenization, piloted by Lt. Huggins of 
the 96th Squadron, with Lts. Fields and Campbell as observers and. Tech.Set. 
Brantley as Crew. €hief, left Merch 18th to join the above pane in the relief 
work. 

This orgenization nn the first LB-7 plene le st saturday, followed 
by @ second one on Menday. This orrenization is in great need of aircraft. 

Ninety-sixth Bombardment Squadron, Air Corps, by Lieut .B.G.Schmidt,A.c.: 
The following Air Reserve officers arrived, who recently were assigned to this 
organization: Lieuts. Hensell, Armstrong, Bryan, Crmpbell,. Nicholson, Colmen, 
Davis, Goode, Hale. 

Lieut. Hackman returned from leawe on March 12th and —" for Bolling 
Field on a cross-country the next day. , 

Lieut. Armstrong was mporinted cosch for the Beare: base ball ‘tien: 

‘Cpl. King and Pvt. Shilling returned on March 15th. from furlough. 











Langley Field, Hammton,V-., April 8th. 





19th Airship Corpany,. by Licut-. M.E. wJeHuzo: Capts. Clark and Puryear, 
Lieut . Starkey and Warrant officer ‘Lessiter, of the 19th Company, successfully 
completed the Special Observers' Course..at Kelly Field, Texas, February 28th. 
All-will return to this Organization for duty upon the expiration of leave of 
absence. : Se 

' The TC-5 in command of Col. T.A.8aldwin, Lieut. Otto Wienecke, pilot, ar- 
rived March 2lst from Lakehurst, N.J., having teen weather dound -at. that sta- 
tion since the 6th. The flizht was made at night, as » night coast patrol 
flight. The ship left Lakehurst at 11:20 P.M. and arrived over Lenzley Field 
at 3:50 A.M. Col. Baldwin also made several training seit at naam Field 
on the same date 

. On March eath, Capt. A.I. Puryear made a coast entra’ flight in connec- 
tion with a search being made in an attemot. es locate a lost plane be lieved . 
to have fallen in the water of the Chesaneeke Bay between Norfolk and emmatiei 
After .a futile search of four hours the ship returned to Langley. 

Several changes. were made in the duty status of the officer. personnel dur- 
ing the week. Capt. A.I. Puryear wes detailed as Company Sunply officer and 
Mess Officer; Lieut: M.C.McHugo es Officer in Cherze of the Airship Hangar and 
Hydrogen Gas Plant; Lieut. L.A.Skinner as Officer in Charge of Experimental 
Enginecring Department and also Company Recreation Officer; Lieut. B.T Starkey 
as Company Operations Officer, clso Communications and Meteorological Officer 
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and Warrant Officer R.E.Loss S Compony Engineering and Transvortation Of- 
ficer. Licut. Otto Witreckre was relieved of 111 duties with the orennization, 
as he received orders to report to Brooks Ficld, Texns. ; 

Capt. Willtiom J. Flood, Compeny Cormender, was detailed to temporary duty, 
office of the Chief of Air Coros, for work in connection with a summer training 
program for the ir Corps. Cont. A.I. Puryear assumed commend of the Company. 

The basebell teem representing the 19th Airship Somneny this year will be 
as good, if not better, then last yeor's Chomrionshin Team, although we lose 
Kasyarek, fighting third baseman, voted the most vaJuable man on the team; and 
Dougias, star hurler. We offset the loss by the addition of Kowaleski, at 
short, Clark at first brse, Johnson et sccond base and two new outfielders in 
Grant aud Mars. 

e0th Bomberameit Scuadron, by Iievt. M.M.Burnside; Of the four bombers 





which were forced dow: in a muddy field about 50 miles northwest of Lengley 
Field, due to fog, one was from the 29th Bomb.Sguadron. All of these planes 
were returned during the past week. They were subjected to a strenuous test 
due to strong Winds reaching alnost the intcnsity of sales, but were not dam- 
aged beyond the control column fitting. Two of these were broken. It was 
found that it is better to lash the controls in'a forward position, as one 
plane secured in this manner was not damaged. 

Nine Reserve Officers, ordered to ective, duty from Kelly Field, were as- 
signed to the 20th Bomberdment Squacron. Three of the nine who reported so 
far are 2nd Lieuts. Leonard T. Herucn Edwin ¥. Day and Frank W. Reymond. 

Tech.Sgt. Monroe Reynolds, ordered for e tour of service in the Philippine 
Islands, is to leave the squacron on or about May lst. 

he 20th Squadron, like all other organizations of the Group, has been 
flying five, six and nine-ship formations. Formetion flying comes under the 





- second phase of the Group treining progrem which we heve just entered. 


Pvt. Clyde Tolley is ettending the Cooks and Rakers School at Baltimore, 


Ma. 








96th Pombardment Squadron, by end Lieut. Mrnest G. Schmidt: Bad weather 
delivered a crushing blow to the entire 96th Bombardment Squadron, March 2nd, 
when it was forced down in a wheat ficld at Naysors, Va., at 10:00 A.M. Lieuts. 
Malone, Wolfinbarger and Agee were pniinting ot the time. The condition of the 
field prevented the trke off for several days, wiich necessitated the return 

of personnel by automobile. A fast Arny reconnaissance car arrived at Lengley 
Field about 8:30 P.M., March 3rd, with all wembers of the flizht. Needless 

to say, the 8 hours! night run was a hard experience. On Thursday Lieuts. 
Malone, Agee and Schmidt, in coripany with Sects. Martin ard Petcrs, drove to 
Naylors with a'view to flying the ships beck. Wind, however, tad caused dam- 


‘age to the cortrol systems so that it tas impossible to fly the sips without 
making some repairs. Men and replacements vere ferried to Taypahanock, five 


miles from Naylors, on March 8th. The flight errived at Langley at 4:30 P.M. 
Lieut .Stranathen was trensferred to Bolling Field on Feb. 6th. 

Set. Arnold tock the exanination for Commercial airplane end engine mechan- 
Work is progressing rapidly on the new hangar. ae 2, 

49th Bombardment Squadron, by Cent. C.G.Selters: The Squadron lost Sgt. 





‘Clarence W. Crouse, who left for Penama to replace Set. Matthew ‘Thompson, who 


reported here March lst. jie were very sorry to lose Set. Crouse and we wish 
him a wonderful time while on Foreign Service. Sgt. Thompson has*taken up 
his dutics here and tre Squedron is very fortunate in getting such a replacement. 
Staff Sgt. Peyton E. Hutchens from the Philipvine Department, who is a 
replacement for Steff Set. Samuel J. Richardson, errived Merch 5th to take up 
his regular duties es Supply Sergeant. Here's luck, Sergeant Hutchens. 
Monday, March 4th, the Squadron sent three vlanes to Washington,.D.C., 
to attend the Inaugurel. They were t» return the same day but weather condi- 
tions delayed their return until the morning of March 6th. 
Pvts. Percy G. Hunter and William NcX.Andrews, both previous service men, 
Submitted their nanes for service in Panera. We are very sorry to‘lose such 
men and hone them the best if we do. i, 
Lieuts. Cassius H. Thoras and Charles $. Vavghn flew cross“country to 
Mitchel Field, N.Y., 3:00 P.M., Merch 8th.end returned before sun down March id. 
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Lengley Field, Ferpten, Ya., Aoril llth. 





end Bombarcrent Group -— By Lieut. Howard E, Hell: Azain the Group is back 
in shape with all the L3-5A's in commission after quite a long perind consumed 
in getting their teiis strengthened. with the arrival of 28 new cfficers, who 
graduated from the Advonced Flying School, Kelly Ficld, in March, w@ now have 
more pilnts than ships. Our cor~issioned strength hes heen increased from 31 
to 57, not counting 3 officers on permanent detached service at Aberdeen. The 
new officers were assizned as follows; 

‘To the 49th Berberdrent Squadron, 2nd Licuts. Herry A. Saunders, Rezinald 
F.C .Vance, Harry E. Carmbell, Melvin S. Hollidge, William A. Matheny, Jack H. 
Neale, Edwin L, Tucker, Javes H. Wiallece, Jeck ii. ined, Harry J. Zimrerman: to 
the 2th Bombardment Squadron, 2nd Lieuts. Edwin M. Day, Glenn T. Pields, Har- 
ley R. Grater, Leonard F. Harmen, Ralph A. Murphy, Frank j:. Raymond and Wm.P. 
Sloan; to the 96th Bortardment Squadron, end Lieuts. Otis F. Bryan, William G. 
Davis, Frank A. Armstrong,Jr., Charles W. Goode, Hugh G. Nicholson,Jr., William 
M, Campbell, Haywood S. Hansell,Jr., Dudley D. Wale, John W. Thomas,Jr., Thomas 
S. Power and William T. Colman. : 

Only six of the new officers have had eny treining in borbardrent at the 
Schools, the rest being Pursuit, Observation end Attack men. It will be neces- 
sary to give these officers treining in Bombardment in the Group, so it will 
be some time before they are ready to take part in Group Operations. 

The old Liberty engines have been giving some pilots of the 2nd Bombard- 
ment Group a few thrills. Cent. Palmer and lst Lieut. Nameond, of the 20th 
Squadron, had a real thrill a few days azo while texying out for a take-off. 
The crankshaft in the right engine snapned and the "prop" tore the "meat-btox" 
up right in front of the two officers. Lieut. Vaughn was let down on a take- 
off from Langley Field due to a broken camshaft. Lieut. Vaughn said, theoret- 
ically, Major Knerr was shouting,"Don't turn back - land straight ahead'" 
Vaughn landed almost in a barnyrreé.. Lieut. Blaufuss, while taxying a Douglas 
C-1 transport for a return trip from Mitchel Field, had quite a thrill when 
the prop flew nff. due to warped crankshaft, tearing out part of the engine 





and pleying havoc in general. 


The first complete washout of an LB-5A, due to a forced landing, occurred 
March 26th. Lieuts. Campbell and Bryan were forced dow in the Virgimia Pines 
at Grand Vicw. As yet, the cause is unknown. iie are giad to announce that 
none of the personnel were injured and to know that the LB-5-A's are good 


tree cutters. 


Lieut. Howard E. Hall, of the Bombardment Greup, delivered a lecture last 
Sunday, April 7th, before the Men's Club of the Hamoton Presbyterian Church, 
on the thrilling maneuvers connected with the flood relief mission in Alabama, 
Lieut. Hall piloted one of the Flood Relief Planes on this mission, and he 
was in thé middle of ell the activities. According tn the local newspapers, 
the lecture was highly interesting and instructive. Following the lecture, 
there was a piano duet, end groun singing led by the local pastor. 

Lieuts. Huggins, Thomas, Matheny and Davis, in two LB-5-A's tock off, 
March 25th, for Bisrwrk, North Dekota, in compliance with orders from the 
Office, Chief of the Air Corns, for the purpose of bombing ice jams to prevent 
a flood condition, Commander Byrd has nothing on the end Bombardment Group. 

Caot. Frank D. Hackett, who renorted from Chanute Field, is the Commanding 
Officer sf the 59th Service Squadron in the Group. ie 

49th Bombardment. Squadron - By Licut. Jack WW. Wood: Lieuts. Fair and 
Buckman ‘on April lst completed their practice bombing missions from 800 feet 
with 50 1b. bombs.’ 

Lieut. Buckman flew a searchlight mission over Ft .Monroe on April 2nd, 

Lieutis. ‘Thomas and Matheny returned from Rochester, Minnesota on. the 





afternoon of April drd. The boys were quite discoureged because the ice jam 


which they were to have bombed at. Bismark, N.Dakota, broke up and floated 
down the river before they could get to it. 

‘On ' Thur sday several of the new officers were ste off the LB-7 by Lt. 
Bent ley. 

The new officers of the Group: were again fortunete in securing nine AT-5's 


“from the school for Thursday afternoon and Friday morning for practicing 


Pursuit formation. 
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, Due to the fact that all the Liberty motors in the L3-5!s have been con- 
demed, the 49th hes been left high and dry as far as flving equipment is con- 
cerned. However, we have managed an occesional bembing mission in one of the 
LB-7's from the 20th end an airing now and then in an 0-11 or a PT-l. 


San Antonio Air Depot, Duncen Field, Texas, April 5th. 





Majors Rush 2. Lincoln and John B. Brooks of the Office of the Chief of 
Staff, Washington, peid an official visit to this Depot on Thursdey, March 28th, 
in connection with their recent tour through this vicinity. 

lst Lieut. Alfred J. Iyon, A.C., of the Headquarters of the Air Corps Mo- 
terial Division, Wricht Field, was on temporary duty at this Depot, March 24th 
to dOth, on an invéstigstion of engineering problems pertaining to DH-4M-1 and 
DH-4M-2 airplanes. 

--Among those present at the Annual West Point Dinner. held in San Antonio, 
at the St.Anthony Fotel, on the evening of Ssaturdey, Merch 16th, was the Com- 
manding Officer of the Depot, Lieut.-Col. Mars, he was also one of the sneakers 
of the evening. 

The following Air Corps officers were visitors at this Depot for the pur- 
pose of ferrying planes from the Depot to verious Fields:- 

Lieut. Ivan ;M.. Pelmer, of Pt. Crockett, Texas, Morch 19th, ferrying a PT-1l 
to Schoen Field, Ft.Penjamin Herrison, Ind. 

Lieut..John G. Moore, of Ft. Crockett, ferrying a PT-1 to Norton Field, 
Columbus, Ohio, Merch 20th. . 

‘Lieut. Russell L, Meughn, from Woodward Field, Salt Lake City, Utah, March 
23rd, ferrving a PT-1 beck to that station. 

Lieut. Emile T. Kennedy, from Sand Point Airdrome, Seattle, Wash.,March 


‘23rd, ferrying a PT-1 to that station. 


Licut. Frederick W. Evans, of Mitchel Field, N.Y., April 2nd, ferrying 
an 0-1 to Nitchel Field. 

Lieut. Charles Douglos, of Ft. Sam Houston, April 2nd, ferrying an 02-H 
to Lowry Field, Denver, Colo., for the Colorado National Guard. 





The Air Corps was well represented with the Navy on their recently com- 
pleted Southern Island cruise. Lieuts. Bob Nowlend and Vince Meloy accomnenied 
the fleet on the U.S.S. Jason to Zamboanga. Lieuts. Kelly, Goodrich, Hoag and 
Paul travelled on destroyers. They visited many of the out of the way places 
and énjoyed alligetor nunting and shark fishing. It was noted, however, that 
they trought no trophies of their chase. oe 

Feb. 9th saw the third joint maneuver with the Navy. This problem con- 
sisted in plane to plene and plene to ground cormunication.A joint maneuver 
in the vicinity of Lingayen Gulf will be held carly in March. These maneuvers 
so far have been quite successful. ; ; ea ; 

Lieut. D.G. Lingle departed for Beguio, Feb. 17th, to conduct a survey of 
new landing fields. 

Capt. Volandt, of the Philippine Air Depot, 
the form of two Iguenas. Kind as he wes, one of them thought too mich of his 
freedom and cleared out. .By. means of persuasion in the form of a stronger cage, 
the other one decided to remain. Sc fer, it has been trained tn eat out of 
the Captain's hend. 

66th Service Squadron: Lieut. John C. Kennedy, assumed the duties of 
Squadron Suvply Officer, in addition to ‘is other duties. 

Staff Sgt. Archie L. Cathie, our parachute rigger, discharged on Feb. lst, 
re-enlisted the following day. 

Staff Set. James G. Blais was appcinted Tech.Sgt. on Feb. 4th and ordered 
back to the States on the April transnort. His new station is March Field. 

The~pistol practice firing of the Squadron hes been in full swing since 
the 1st ‘of February. Under Lievt.- Kennedy, Range Officer, assisted by Staff 
Sgt. Norris Brock, the Squadron should make an excellent record. 

Set. Hampton M.. Drake, dischorged on February 3rd, re-enlisted the follow- 
ing day. He leaves on the April transport for March Field. 


recently acquired a zoo in 
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Headquarters 4th Composite troup: Headquarters has the distinction of nun- 
bering two out of four of its officers as members of the Hole-in-One Golf Club. 
Lieut. Alfred Linde burg qualified on the Baguio course last December, while 
Capt. Charles A. Pursley qualified on the McKinley course during the “current 
month. 

Cpls. Livingston and Carr were discharged the latter part of Somalia and 
re-enlisted. They ere now enjoying a two months! furlough visiting central and 
northern Luzon. 

Pvt. Robert Lamoureux was promoted to Sergeant and placed in charge of 
the Headquarters mcss. Pvt. Jos¢ph Humphreys was rated Air Mechanic, 2nd Class, 
and assigned to Flight "B", end Observation Squadron, for training. This pro- 
motion was the result of a recent examination for Air Mechanics in which three 
Headquarters men qualified, namely, Pvts. Hwmhreys, Pool and Barker. Only 
one vacancy existed in Headquarters for this rating. 

E&R Office: Work on the additions to the E & R Building is fast drawing 
to aclose. The two new bowling alleys are completed affording much enjoyment 
to the men of the Post. Interest runs high and not a few high scores have been 
made , 

The new library and reading room will be opened shortly. A set of wicker . 
chairs and tables,. bright curtains for the windows, and a number of selected 
pictures, and new "books and magazines will make the room both pleasant and 
comforteble. 

Ray McMullen, Nichols intrepid boxer, won the inter-service lightweight 
championship beit, when he got the decision over Quinn of the Asiatic Fleet 
at the Manila Stadiwa on February 7th. He will fight the main go at another 
smoker to be held in the E&R. 

_ The Nichols Tennis team came out on top in the inter-post tournament with 
16 matches to their credit, losing only two. The teem will be presented with 
a cup by the Army < Novy Y.M.C.A. 

28th Bombardnent Squadron: Lieut. Paul E. Burrows received his orders for 
Rockwell Field and will leave on the June transvort. 

The Squa¢ron's L5's aré again in commission, having been laid up for sore 
time in order to change the tail fittings. With their return to active flying, 
the Squadron has again gone in for bombing. 

Lieut. Dache M. Reeves was detsiled as Post School Officer and has been 
well occupied with his duties. 

Capt. Brock made a trip to Clark Field recently and enjoyed his stay there. 
He states that he is now proficient in dodging chickens, pigs, dogs, etc., that 
travel on the road in this part of the world. 

3d Pursuit Squadron, Clark Field: Capt. L.P. Hickey has received word that 
his orders were changed to Post Field, Fort Sill. 

A visitor from the Language School at Pekin arrived in the person of Lieut. 
Thomas D. White. Since the Marines left China, he cleims that "getting in tire" 
is quite 2 problem. 

During the recent maneuvers of the Philippine Division, Cept. B.F. Giles 
end L.P. Hickey delivered mail to the Verious regiments. 

The Asiatic Light Cruiser Squadron pulled stekes on the 5th of February. 
The personnel enjoyed their stay here and were thoroughly pleased with the 
spirit of cooperation shown them. Our command reccived a letter of commenda- 
tion from the Commonder of the Light Cruiser Division for the essistance render- 
ed the Naval detachment during their stay. 

2d Observation Squadron, Kindley Field: There's weeping and wailing at 
Kindley Field; General Orders No..3, Heediquarters Philippine Department, is out 
and in no unmistekable terms sounds the death knell of our Island Peradise, at 
least as far as we sre concerned. In other words, we move. Effeative, Avril 
lst, the 2d Observstion Squadron takes station at Cemp Nichols and the officers 
start house hunting in Manila. 

We are losing two of our commissioned personnel on the April boat. Lieut. 
Vince Meloy goes to Washington and Licut. Dudley Watkins to Dayton. 

Lieut. Meloy had sore interesting detached service during February when he, 
Tech. Sgt. Cox and Steff Sgt. Scrultz, loeiled one Amphibian aboard the "Jason"! 
and departed with the fleet for the southern Islands. He had a two weeks! trip, 
some hard work end lots of fun. 

February just about finished the Coast Artillery firing on the "Rock" and 
developed a few more enthusiasts absut Air Corps spotting in the. Artillery. 
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-Wetre looking for an influx of visitors during our last few weeks here. 
Within the tonth we heve had’ as suesis = Generel Eolorook, Capt. and Mrs. Hickey, 
and Lieut. Morvey fror: Stotsenbure; Cept. and Mrs. White sides end Miss LeBrou 
from Nichols’ ‘and Ce=t. end yrs. Si lienan fir Manile. 


Marshall Field, Port a Eee Kns3s, April 4 4, 





The spring thews during the first’ part of the month made the field so 
muddy that gunnery prretice was about the only schedule followed prior to the 
gunnery expedition on March 15th. ‘ 

-On March leth, the Unit held a dence in the Squedren Ness Hall which was 
reported as "Very Successful". 

The Squadron is now concentreting on redio cormunicetion prectice Numer-= 
ous kinds of joint maneuvers witn the Cavalry Schonl are scheduled for thie 
month. i ai 
Major H.H. Arnold, in schozl at Ft. Leevenworth, paid the Unit a visit | 
yesterday. eae ba ae | a' es | 


Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif., April é. 





On March 18th-23d, Seven Air Corps Reserve Officers, all eraduetes from 
the Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, March, 1923, Class and now on a year's 
extended active duty at Rockwell Field, apneared before the examining board for 
examination for Commission in the Air Corps, Regular Army. These candidates 
were Lieuts. S.W. Cheyney; David D. Graves; John P. Kenny; Allen J. Mickle; 
Lewis R. Parker; James A. Ronin and R.W. Stewart, 

The engagement of Miss Shirley Hunt, danghter of Cept. Hunt of Ft .Rose- 
crens, to Lieut. Frederick W. Ott, Air Corps, 95th Pursuit’ Squadron, was an- 
nounced at a recent bridge-tea given rei Hunt's honor by Miss Ernestine 
Hunker, daughter of Capt. H.J. Hunker, Q.M.C., of Rockwell Field. 

The long and anxiously awaited orders for pilots of the 95th Pursuit Squad- 
ron to proceed to the Boeing Airplane Comany, Seetile, Wash., and ferry back’ 
new p-12 planes were received at Rockwell Fieid. The pilots who will fly the 
new planes on maneuvers are scheduled to go to Seattle for their ships. 

The 95th Pursuit Squadron is engaged in aerial gunnery practice from 5:15 
A.M. every morning until noon. Some remarkably high scores were made to date 
and every pilot is expected to qualify as "Expert". 

Capt. John M. Stanley, Medical Corps, flieht surgeon at Rockwe 11 Field, 
was ordered to agvear before the Examininz Board, convened at: Presidio of San 
Francisco, to determine his fitness for active ‘@aty: ‘and promotion. 

Lieut. Eugene C. Batter, A.C., llth Bomoerdment Squadron, left by rail 
for Aberdeen Proving Grounds, Ma, "to secure and ferry LB-7 Plane No. 28-390, 
to Rockwell Field, Sone els 

Lieuts. Odas Moon and W.¢ Kingsbury, llth Bombardment Squadron, who have 
been in the East for several months on Detached Service at the Keystone Air- 
craft Factory, are expected to return shortly with two new LB-7 planes of the 
llth Sq. uadron. 

Lieut. Ray H. Clark, A.C., in PT+1 plane No. b74145, recently ferried ‘same 
from Rockwell Field to Salt Lake City, Utah, and returned by rail to his proper 
station. 

lst Lieut. C.E. Stafford, Q.M.C., reported for'duty at Rockwell Field, on 
March 26, as Assistant Quartermaster. 

lst Lieut. C.P. Kane, Depot Sunply Officer, Rockwell Field-Air Depot, ac+ 
cepted an invitation to deliver a talk on "Japan" before the San Diego Chapter 
of the Reserve Officers! ‘Association. ‘ 


Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas, April llth. 





Under the commend of Major Goolrick, the 16th Observation Squadron arrived* 
at Fort Crockett for gunnery practice on Varch 16th ead, upon completion of 
same on March 28th, returned to their prover station, Fort Riley, Kansas. The 
visit of this squedton was enjoyed immensely by the entire 3d attack Group, 
and we hope that’ we will be able to heve them with us for the firing season 
next year. 

Major John H. Jouett, Commanding Officer, 34 Atteck Group, Fort: Ghotkett 
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and Ellington Field, deperted for Langley Field ‘by reil on Avril 5th to sit with 
Capt. Kenney and .Lieut. Cerro} on a bord of officers for the purpose of deter- 


‘mining the tt sara oz an attack eirplane upon which to bese e directive for 


further experimentsl develooment. 

The SOth istack Scucdron, by winning three of the four traonk meets held 
during the 1528-1929 season, comes into possession of the season cup. 

Our new grend stend was completed last week and work on the two baseball 
diamonds is vrogressing. We believe thst the Fort Crockett basebell field 
when, completed will be the equal of any in this section of the country. Great 
hones were held forth for the success of the Post team in the League but the 
loss of the 90th Squadron members has seriously hrndicepped the team. Should 
the 8th Squadron lecve for border duty it is going to be necessary to withdraw 
from the League, however, we ere hoping that the absence of the personnel on 
border duty will be of short’ duretion,. 


Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas, Merch 29th. 





While Mrs. Fechet and her daughter Mery were et San Antonio, Texas, they 
were the guests of Capt. and Mrs. Trunk of Duncen Field. During their stay they 
were the guests of meny attrective luncheons, teas and dinners given by officers 
and their wives of Kelly Field, as well as by civilian friends in San Antonio. 
Among their hosts:-and hostesses, all of whom ere too numerous to mention, were 
General and Mrs: Lahm, Mrs. Fitz*erald, Major and Mrs. Chaney, Capt. and Mrs. 
W.B. Wright, Lieut. and Mrs. Thompson, Lieut. and Vrs. Dunton, and Lieut. and 
Mrs. Patrick. Every day of their three weeks! stay here, with the exception 
of a week-end spent as the guests of Mrs. Kearney at Catarina Ranch, was en- 
tirely taken up. Upon their departure from San Antonio last Thursday, they 
expressed themselves as heving enjoyed their trip very much, and are in hopes 
that they might return agein in the near future. 

One of the incidents of their visit was an inspection by Mrs. Fechet. and 
several other ledics,.of the Cadet Detechment barracks and mess hall. The 
Cadet Detachment is now commended by lst Lieut. D.V. Geffney and 2nd Lieut. 
D.T. Craw. Mrs. Fechet expressed herself as being very well pleased with the 
organization. +b 

-Through activities of Lieut. $.T.Smith, athletic officer of Kelly Field, 

a very interesting beseball geme was. held on the 6&th Squadron diemond last ~ 
Mondey. Lieut. Srith arranged with Mr. J.J. (“ugesy) McGraw, manager of the 
New York Giants, to hold a game between his team and a picked, all star team 
from Kelly Field. Judge Kenesaw M. Londis,czar of baseball, as well as Secre- 
tary James J. Tierney, attended the game, which resulted in 11 to 2 victory 
for the -Giants. . Representatives from every sque dron:team in Kelly Field played 
in this game. -: “3 

‘Batterics for Kelly Field were pitchers odode and Drobinaé, cétchers _ 
Smith and Vielock; for the Ghanite, pitchers Mays ond: Sentt, er tchers. Rogan and. 
Allen. Many other well know pleyers participated in the game. "Old Man" 

Bill 3rennan, who is known as the "Father of Umpires", officiated at the game . 

Many of the players of the Giant team were qeven airplane rides in ships 
from Kelly Field. 

Baseball activity at this field is progressing very rapidly and mach in- 
tereet is being shown. The Kelly Field League will stert officially on pril 
6th. ; : ' 

It has been noted with a considerebdle amount of’ Approvel that the recent- 
ly arrived.class of 98 flying cadets heave been conducting themselves in a man- 
ner which brings’credit not only to themselves, but to all. the officers and 
personnel who have kad a hand in their training. 

Cadets heve menifested considerable interest in athletics and have al-. 
ready organized teams in the various sports, which will, undoubtedly, prove: 
strong competitors in the many matches which it is expected they will enter. 

Polo activity-at Kelly Field, under the direction of Cept. H.A. George, 
suffered something of a slum as compared with the frequent ganes and tourna- 
ments which took place here curing tne mid-winter term. This has been occa- 
sioned by. the prevalence of ringworm. of which there are many cases throughout 
the Corps Area. It is hoped, however, to have the nonies in shape in the very 
near future, so that the A.C.T.C. polo teem, which is now composed of Lieuts. 
Beverly, Craw, Connell and Capt. George, with Lieuts. Brom, Ven Weter end Sims 
as substitutes, may compete in the Houston tournament next month, to which they 
have been invited. Say V-5886,4.C. 
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In the past the 4.C.T.C. tenn has been adle to give an exce llent account 
of itself in competitions with Army and civilian teems end it is expected that, 


‘with the advent of new meterial, it will continue to do go. 


Meyor J.C. Duncen of Prlestine, Texas, requested the presence of thirty 
Government airnlanes to take nert in the ovening of the Palestine Municipal Air- 
port, Saturday, March 20th, many pilots from this station looking forward to 
participating in this event. 

The nossibilities were that e stop would be mede at Lufkin, Texas, to as- 
sist in the opening of a muricinal airport in that city. It is interesting to 
note the number of towms in Texss which ere becoming incr¢asingly air-minded, 
and which have gone to the cxpense of building and meintaining airports and 
reguler flying service. 

Due to the activity incident to the arrival and training of e class of 104 
students, there has not been an e&pecial amount of cross-country flying at this 
station during the last two weeks; however, there have been numerous flizhts 
to such points as Dallas, New Orleans, Wuskogee as well as trips to Laredo, 
Bagle Pass and other border cities. 


Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, April 15th. 








lst Lieut. Thomas M. Lowe and Mrs. Lowe left Brooks Field, April 3d, for 
San Francisco, sailing on the next U.S Army Transport for duty in Hawaii. 

Lieut. Lowe was Commanding Officer of the 20th Photo Section for over a 
year, having come here from Lengley Field, Va., on June 25, 1927. 

end Licut. S.A. Gilkey with Mejor F.B. Dwyer, Med.Corps as passenger, flew 
to Laredo, Texas, March 29th, returning the ssme day. 

énd Lieut. M.E. Tillery, with Sgt. Kenzanback as passenger, flew to Beau- 
mont, Texas, Merch 30th, returning on the efternoon of the next day. 

end Lieut. Deniel M. Remsay, with Pvt. E.W. Latham, Jr., as passenger, flew 
to Brownsville, Texas, Merch 30th, returning the Slst. 

lst Lieut. A.F. Glenn, as Flight Comnender, with a formation of five DH's, 
flew to Palestine, Texas, Merch 30th, to take part in the inaugural ceremonies 
of a new airport thereat, ms'cing the return trip the next efternoon. Those 
making the trip were end Lieut. L.H. Rodieck, Pvt. Moser; end Lieut. HE. 
Engler, Capt. R.K.Simpson, Med.Corps; 2nd Lieut. F.E.Cheatle, Pvt. R.C. Holt; 
end Lieut. 5.M. Hovey, Jr., Capt. L.C.vwhite, Mea.Corps and pvt. Dodgen. 

Lieut. Rodieck and Pvt. Moser, who boest of Palestine es their home, at- 
tended the ceremonies as guests of honor at the request of the Palestine Cham- 
ber of Commerce. 

end Lieut. F.L. Neville, with Sgt. Sodervall as passenger, flew to Okla- 
homa City, Saturday, returning Sunday aftermoon. 

end Lieuts. R-E. Randzll, B.A.Bridgett, Claire Stroh, Cant. N. Muney, Med. 
Corps, Sgt. Howard E. Ritter, and Pvt. C.F. Williams proceeded to Matagorda Is- 
land, March 30th, returning Sunday afternocn. Fishing was reported as excellent. 

Major Sheplar W. FitzGerald, Commending officer of Brooks Field, accompen- 
ied by Congressman Melvil J. Mass, of Minnesota flew to Gelveston on Saturday, 
returning Sunday efternoon. 

lst Lieut. John R. Morgan was detailed as Assistant Director of Flying 
Instruction. 

Ist Lieut. Warren R. Carter, who has been in charge of the basic flying 
stage, left April 6th for a leave of absence of three menths. During this time 
Lieut. Carter will he cennected with the flying schorl déing established at 
Roosevelt Ficld, Long Island. 

Major S.W. FitzGerald, as pilot, with Congressman Melvil J. Maas of Minne- 
sota as passenger, left April 10th for Fort Huachuca, aad Naco, Arizona, to ob- 
tain first hand informetion about our southern border conditions. The trip 
Was made in an O2-K, the return to Brooks Field, being made on April 12th. 





Selfridge Field, Nt. Clemens, Mich., March 27th. 


On the evening of March 22rd the officers entertained the ladies and sev- 
eral visitors at a most engoyebdle stesk Ginuer ond picture show party in Mt. 
Clemens. The dinner was held at the Crystal_Cafe. Due to the large number 
present the Cafe was crowded t» the point of overflowing. 

Lieut. Morgan was called upon to express his feclings, anticipatinns and 
Wonders of thet greet thing which comes to some of the mre: fortunate bachelors, 
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called "Love". But he being af on bashful tye, in a crowd, blushed and, lovking 
to his beloved, betrothea and befudiisd chosen one, reluctently rose and in a 
weak but convincine voice *xplainsd, "Gee, its greati" Whereupon those assem- 
bled cheered him and tro birsaing bride to ve, and wished them happiness. The 
young lady is Miss Helen Jolnston, daughter of Rete. and Mrs. Clyde Johnston. 

Lieut. Harvey fas cailed upon to Cxprcees himself on the thrills of washing 
out an-02 in Ohio. Ye was returning from De yton and due to fog and bad weather, 
landed at Toledo. The ficia was very middy and the 0-2 refused to roll forward. 
and, instead, went over on its back. The pilot and passengers were uninjured 
tut shaken up and muccy when they climbed from teneath the ship. 

The Bi-monthly mixed card party was held at the Officers! Club on the even- 
ing of March 26th. : 

The Engincering officer is quite busy, now thet the field is very soft and 
that Pl's refuse to roll through mad holes. March 26th saw two on their backs 
and one stuck but which did not "nose over". Licuts. Garrison, Air Reserve, 
and Moore, Air Corps, were the unfortunate ones to experience the thrills of 
pertiolly completing an outside loop. Due to low altitude they landed very sud- 
denly with their heads in the mud. Fortunately, no one has been injured, but 
the ships will have to be overhauled. 

‘Lieuts. Winefordner, Air Corps, Rodgers, Underhill and Rhudy, Air Reserve, 
went to Buffelo, Merch 24th to ferry Fi-C's for the 94%h Squadron. Due to bad 
weather they were forced to remain over until Tuesday, March 26th. The stay- 
over, however, was very entertaining and enjoyed very mech as the Curtiss Com- 
pany took them through the fecvory and they were guests at the Buffalo Aviation 
Show, which was very interesting, about 38 different ships being on display. 

Cross-country flights by personnel of this Field were made, as follows: 
Lieut. Duke with Cpl: Severson to Oscods, Mich., end return, March 18th - Lieut. 
Hine to Kelly Field to accomo ny three Mexican flyers from Wright Field to that 
point, March 19th - Lieut. Kobinson to Bolling Field, D.C., March 22nd - Lieuts. 
Elliott and Moor to Viller Ficlc, N.Y., March 2énd, returning the 24th - Lieut. 
Morgan to Wright Field, March e3rd, returning following day - Lieut, Gehlbach 
to Chanute Field, Warch 23rd, returning following day - Lieut. Klein to Scott 
Field, March 23rd, returning the c6th - Licuts. Curtiss and Hervey to Jackson, 


*Mich., March 23rd, returning the 24th - Lieuts. Richerds and Selzer to Wright 
Field, March 5th, returning the 6th - Cavt. Reynolds to Bolling Field, March 8th, 


returning the 18th - Lieuts. Harding, Iybarger and Bertles to iiright Field,: 
March Sth, returnirg the 6th - Lieut. Klein te Lensing, Mich., March 8th, re- 
turning same day - Lieut. Warren to Chicego, Iil., verch 9th, returning next 
day - Lieuts. Cobb, Bartles and Barr to Ft. Sheridan, Ill., to participate in 
Communication exercises, March ilth, returning the 13th - Lieut. Egan to Cha- 
nute Field, March l2th, returning the 14th. ; 

The tebloning: Air Corps officers visited the Field recently: Capt. Duncan 
from Chicago, March 6th, leeving same dey - Capt. Finter from Wright Field, 
March 8th, returning same Gay - Lieut. Heddon from Wright Field, March 8th, 
returning same ‘day - Lieut. lyons from Wright Field, March llth, returning the 
14th - Lieuts. Valentine and Tyndell from Wright Field, March 20th, returning 
same’ dey - Lieut. Wolf from Wricht Field, March 20th, returning same day -. 
Lieuts.Ross and Dorr from Chanute Field, March 23rd, leaving the 24th. 

Lieuts. Barr and Harding denarted for Scott Field in the Fokker to teke the 
athletic team there for the Corps Area Meet on March 23rd. Tre center motor 
burned out et Chanute Field, so Lieut. Barr tock a Chanute Field C-l with 7 
passengers end Licut. Herding on 0-2 with the remaining pessenger end proceeded 
to Scott Field on the o4th. Chanute Field will get ancther engine for the 
Fokker from Fairfield. 

nig os Prindle and Sanders deported for Edgewood Arsenal to participate 
in the Chemical Warfare Demonstration held at that place. Both ships were 


ma with smoke tanks. 


Capt. Reynolds, Lieuts. Yoder and Abbott flew to North Dakota, Merch 26th, 
in three 0-2's with three enlisted mechenics for the purpose of bombing ice 
jems in the North Platte River. 


We have received eight more P-]-Cis, which br ines the total up to 2g 
received. Two have since beer cracte a 1%), SO we hive 27 left. 
Lieut. Murray, Reserve ctficer on inees.v2 status, while piloting a.PT-1l 


on March 18th, nosed over end wasned out the jJandiug vear. He escaped injury. 
Major. Dixon, Copts. DeFMord, Ferson and Licut. Walker, from Langley Field, 
- 166 - V-5&86,A.C. 

















arrived were to ferry four P-1l's to treir home strticn. Capt. De Ford and Lieut. 
Walker left, March e6th for Lengley vie Buffals, N.Y., and Miadletown,Ps.; Capt. 
Ferson left on the 26th via wright Field, and Mejor Dixon on the 27th via 


Bolling Fieid. 
Lieut. Alden D. Perley, Reserve, inective status, nosed over in londing a 
P-1 on March 17th. We escoped uninjured, but the plene was slightly damaged. 
Lieut. winefordner, in lancing a P-1l on March 8th, nosed over, breaking 
the propeller. No injury t> pilot. 


Post Field, Fort Sill, Okis., April 15th, 





As all our armement was destroyed in the recent fire, and the new sunvly 
was received only a short time since, our machine gun and bombing practice is 
speeding up the usual spring rush. 

Although this station hes no photo section, the photographic detachment of 
the 88th, under Lieut. Baisley, performed several mavping jobs in addition to 
routine work. Two maps, one of the military reservation and one of the Forest 
Reserve, were made with the four lens, T2 camera. 

All Air Corps buildings and barracks were repainted this spring, which 
makes the area shinc like a new dollar. 

Col. Charles A. Lindbergh dropved in for a few minutes on his way to Mexico, 
Februery 16th. 

Capt. Ira C. Eaker and Lieut. Elwood R. Quesada were here over night last 
month. Capt. Eaker's trip was rather a triumphal marca through Oklahoma, which 
hails him as a native son. 

Lieut. Batten, ferrying a new LB-7 to the west coast, was en over night 
visitor this week. 
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